
1 

 

English 246: Introduction to 
20th Century American Literature 

 
 
Who is teaching this class?  
Instructor:  Leticia Lopez (please call me Tish!) 
Office Hours:  M-TH 10:30-11:30AM & by appointment 
Office Room: R230-S 
E-Mail:   Tish.Lopez@bellevuecollege.edu 
AIM:  LeticiaL 
 

What are the course textbooks & materials? 
 •   Leonard, James S. and George McMichael. Anthology of American Literature, Volume II. ISBN: 10- 

            0205779360.   

 •   Fitzgerald, F. Scott.  The Great Gatsby.  New York: Scribner Paperback Fiction, 1995. (available  

  For free online, so only purchase a paperback if you prefer that format).  

 •   Course supplies (pens, paper, disk or USB flash drive) 

 •   Approximately $15 for making copies, printing and/or renting videos 

 •   An e-mail account that you check on a daily basis 

 •   A Blackboard Vista username and password 
 
 

What is this course about?  
English 246 will introduce you to traditionally canonical and newly canonical American literary voices 
from 1910 to the present.  As we survey the writings of this period, which will include short stories, 
poetry, and novels, we will consider the historical, cultural, and political movements that contextualize 
these voices, as well as the literary history that informs their works. At heart a canonical survey course, 
English 246 makes use of The Anthology of American Literature, Volume II along with selected novels 
(Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby), to introduce you to standard as well as alternative voices of 20th century 
American literature.  
 

What are the learning goals for this class? 
At the end of this course, students should be able to, in both verbal and written form, demonstrate their 
ability to:  

 Demonstrate an awareness of American history, philosophy, and culture as reflected in the 
literature. 

 Demonstrate an awareness of varying points of view within this culture, including women and 
other minority voices whenever possible 

 Identify major themes and ideas 

 Recognize how style relates to content in various writers‟ works 

 Apply the analytical process to literary works 

 Apply writing skills to analyzing literature 
 

What is an online course? 

An online course is set in a 100% computer-based learning environment. Please note that all online work 

can be completed at a time that is convenient you (so long as you complete work before specified due 

dates of course!).  The benefits of “going online” include being able to complete your work from a 
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location of your choice (such as a wifi-equipped coffee shop), saving on gas, and having the opportunity 

for some online interaction with your faculty and fellow students on a weekly basis. 

With this opportunity comes a few added requirements and responsibilities. Basic computer literacy is 
required; plus a good working knowledge of your computer and Internet Service Provider and browser, 
including your e-mail. You will need to learn simple course delivery software (Blackboard Vista) for this 
course.  BC offers tutorials and lab assistance for its students as well as computer labs equipped with PCs 
and MACs.  For more information and/or free technical support, please visit: http://ac.bcc.ctc.edu.   
 
Last but not least, all students registered for classes at Bellevue College are entitled to a network and e-
mail account.  Your student network account can be used to access your student e-mail, log in to 
computers in labs and classrooms, connect to the BC wireless network and log in to MyBC.  To create 
your account, go to: http://bellevuecollege.edu/sam.   
 

 

What is the anticipated workload?    
Acquiring a more nuanced understanding of 20th century American literature requires working 
simultaneously on different skills in different ways.  This course combines several different activities and 
exercises to teach, improve, and illuminate the reading, thinking, and writing process.  This course will 
include the following: 
 
Class Participation:  A classroom is a community.  Both classroom and community provide support, 
safety, shared resources, conversation, and interaction.  All students are expected to participate in our 
online classroom prepared with readings and work done and to engage in the discussion and activities.  
Participation is important and you are encouraged to ask questions, create conversation, and respect one 
another.   
 
Reading Assignments: Each week we will read one or more works on our reading list, in the order they 
are listed.  You may also be asked to read one or more critical essays on each text as well.  
 
Reading Quizzes: To verify that you are reading each of the assigned texts, I will be conducting an 
insanely easy reading quiz for major works from time to time.  So long as you read each work, you should 
have no problem earning 100% on each quiz.     

Writing Assignments: During the course, I will ask you to write about a page on each book.  These 
assignments will either take the form of a bulleted reading report or a detailed journal response paper.  I 
will also ask you to write one longer paper, about 5-7 pages in length. This paper will be due at the end 
of the quarter.    

Class Discussion Board: I will be posting questions on the class discussion board each week.  Please use 
the message board to respond to the readings and the posted discussion questions, opening up a dialogue 
with your classmates and your instructor. You should respond to the message board at least once or twice 
a week, but feel free to post your questions or ideas more often if you'd like. 

Midterm and Final Exam: On the fifth and tenth week of the quarter, you will be asked to complete an 
exam comprised of quote identification questions, short response questions, and an extended essay 
question.  More information on these exams will be provided to you on the class discussion board.  

What do I need to get an „A‟ in this class? 
Your grade should not be the sole exigence or motivation for this class.  It is my hope that you walk away 
from English 246 with something more.  Find some pleasure and some knowledge from this class (or any 
class really) and success is usually not far behind.  With that in mind, your grade will be a reflection of 
improvement, engagement, and effort.  Your grade is made up of four parts (points subject to change):  
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Participation & Preparation.................................................................................200 points 
Homework & Small Group Assignments ...................................................................300 points 
Reading Quizzes...............................................................................................100 points 
Major Papers (including rough drafts and conferences).................................................400 points 

 
At the end of the quarter, I will convert your points into a percentage by dividing the total amount of 
points you earned by the total amount of points possible for the course.  The percentage you earn will 
then be assigned a letter grade based on the grading scale below:   
 
100-93%  A 
90-92%  A- 
89-87%  B+ 
86-83%  B 
82-80  B- 
79-77  C+ 
76-73  C 
72-70  C-  
69-67  D+ 
66-63  D 
62-60  D- 
59%—  F 
 

Evaluation Rubrics 
Evaluation rubrics are assessment tools used to measure students' work. They are scoring guides that 

seeks to evaluate a student's performance based on the sum of a full range of criteria rather than a single 

numerical score. Rubrics are wonderful because they help articulate my expectations, they allow you to 

think about the criteria on which you will be judged, and they give you an opportunity to rate your own 

work prior to submitting it for a grade.  For this class, I have provided the following rubrics on the course 

blackboard: 

 

• Participation & Preparation Rubric 

• Discussion Board Post Rubric 

• Homework Rubric 

• Major Paper Rubric 

 
In general, the focus of each rubric will be on how well you meet the goals of the assignment or task at 
hand. In most cases, I will also take into consideration your work based on your progress and 
improvement over time.  Practice makes perfect, after all.  Over the course of the quarter, assignments 
will receive feedback and comments that will identify what you are doing well and what still needs 
improvement.   
 
Lastly, it should be noted that it takes time for me to critique all of your work in depth.  Please allow 1-2 
weeks for me to return work you submit for this course (though in most cases, your work will be returned 
much quicker).   
 

Can I turn in an assignment late? 
Since homework and essays form the basis of online activities or conferences, I will not accept late 
homework or essays for full credit.  All work assigned is due on the date/time specified online unless 
otherwise specified; work submitted after the deadline will be considered late.  Failure to submit work 
on time will result in a 25% deduction per day late, including weekends and holidays. I will make 
exceptions to the lateness policy only in cases of documented/excused illness or family emergency.  
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Technology glitches or lost e-mails do not constitute valid excuses for lateness.  To avoid computer 
problems, you should save frequently while working, and you should back up work saved to a hard drive, 
floppy disk and/or flash drive. You may even want to take the precaution of e-mailing your homework or 
paper to yourself as an attachment at least a couple of times during the drafting process and certainly 
BEFORE you exit the document for the last time and leave the computer lab, your friend‟s computer, or 
even your own computer.  This way, even if you lose your disc or your paper gets mysteriously erased, 
you still have a copy in your e-mail files.  Also, if you use a word processing program other than Microsoft 
Word, make sure to save in Rich Text format to avoid file conversion problems. Last but not least, if you 
need to e-mail me something, send the document from multiple accounts and/or resend it before the 
due date if I don‟t verify I received the document in a timely manner.    
   
In summation, you can submit work late but there are heavy penalties involved so I don‟t recommend you 
do so.   

 
Where can I find help? 

My office and office hours are listed at the front of the course policies.  I am available during that time 
and by appointment to help you.  I encourage you to come see early in the quarter even if it is just to 
talk about the class, about the assignments, or about school in general.  I may ask you to meet with me 
when I think a conference would be useful.  My office is located on the second floor of building R, room 
230S.  See  http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/about/around/directions/maps/main-office.asp. 
 
I am also available electronically by email, course discussion board, and via AOL Instant Messenger (AIM 

nickname: LeticiaL).  I will do my best to answer your emails and board posts, usually within twenty-four 

hours.  Furthermore, when time permits, I will supplement my office hours with virtual hours via instant 

messenger; if I am logged in, you are more than welcome to chat or ask questions.  Please, when you 

initiate an IM conversation, identify yourself to me and be patient because my responses may not be 

immediate. 

You can find additional writing help at the Academic Success Center 

(http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/academicsuccess/).  There, you will find FREE assistance to help you 

successfully complete your work for this course.  In addition to workshops, you can also sign up to work 

with a tutor one-on-one to help you through all stages of the writing process--from understanding your 

assignment, to outlining, to the revision and refinement stages of paper writing process.  Please visit the 

website listed above for more information.   
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Accommodations 

The Disability Resource Center serves students with a wide array of learning challenges and disabilities. If 
you are a student who has a disability or learning challenge for which you have documentation or have 
seen someone for treatment and if you feel you may need accommodations in order to be successful in 
college, please contact us as soon as possible. 
 
If you are a person who requires assistance in case of an emergency situation, such as a fire, earthquake, 
etc, please meet with your individual instructors to develop a safety plan within the first week of the 
quarter. 
 
The DRC office is located in B 132 or you can call our reception desk at 425.564.2498.  Deaf students can 
reach us by video phone at 425-440-2025 or by TTY at 425-564-4110.  Please visit our website for 
application information into our program and other helpful links at www.bellevuecollege.edu/drc 
 

Statement of Inclusion 

Bellevue College is committed to maintaining an environment in which every member of the campus 
community feels welcome to participate in the life of the college, free from harassment and 
discrimination.  We value our different backgrounds at Bellevue College, and students, faculty, staff 
members, and administrators are to treat one another with dignity and respect. 
http://bellevuecollege.edu/about/goals/inclusion.asp 
 

Student Code of Conduct 

Cheating, stealing and plagiarizing (using the ideas or words of another as one‟s own without crediting 
the source) and inappropriate/disruptive classroom behavior are violations of the Student Code of 
Conduct at Bellevue College.  Examples of unacceptable behavior include, but are not limited to: talking 
out of turn, arriving late or leaving early without a valid reason, allowing cell phones/pagers to ring, 
texting, and inappropriate behavior toward the instructor or classmates.  The instructor can refer any 
violation of the Student Code of Conduct to the Vice President of Student Services for possible probation 
or suspension from Bellevue College.  Specific student rights, responsibilities and appeal procedures are 
listed in the Student Code of Conduct, available in the office of the Vice President of Student Services.  
The Student Code, Policy 2050, in its entirety is located at:  
http://bellevuecollege.edu/policies/2/2050_Student_Code.asp. 
 
I also expect you to read and understand the Arts & Humanities Division “Student Procedures and 
Expectations” site for additional department-specific mandates.  For more information, please visit: 
http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/artshum/policy.html. 
 
In terms of plagiarism, if you have any doubt about how to cite or acknowledge another‟s writing, please 
talk to me.  It is always better to be safe than sorry.  As a matter of policy, any student found to have 
plagiarized any piece of writing in this class will automatically receive an “F” without the possibility of 
make-up.  The Dean of Student Services will also be notified of such conduct, and repetition of the 
behavior will result in serious disciplinary action (for example, I may recommend that the offender fail 
the course for a second offense or that the student be expelled from BC if the situation warrants it).  
Please see http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/artshum/policy.html for more information.   
 
I‟d rather not even have to mention plagiarism—I don‟t think you come into this class intending to cheat—
but I also know that, for many students, the pressures to succeed can lead people to make bad choices.  
And I want to assure you that plagiarism is about the worst choice you can make. Please note that I will 
investigate any suspicious papers thoroughly and follow through with discipline according to school 
policy.  I know these days it‟s easy to find a paper on the web.  It‟s just as easy for me to check and see 
if that‟s where you found it.  We will cover MLA citation practices so that you will be able to properly 
distinguish between your own and others‟ ideas in your work. Play it smart, don’t plagiarize!  
 

http://bellevuecollege.edu/policies/2/2050_Student_Code.asp
http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/artshum/policy.html
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My Responsibilities 

My main goal this quarter is to facilitate a class that is both interesting and useful to you.  I want to be 
open to your opinions about the direction of the class and am willing to make changes if it will benefit 
our classroom community.  I will always be willing to hear your concerns about the course, and will work 
to incorporate your suggestions if it is at all possible.  As long as you are willing to keep communicating 
with me, I‟ll do my best to be available to you. 
 
I am available to meet if you would like to talk about a paper revision, a class concern, or even just to 
chat.  One thing I like about this job is getting to develop relationships with my students.  If you cannot 
see me after class, please schedule an appointment with me.  I am flexible.  I only ask that you respect 
my time and follow through with appointments.  You can also contact me through e-mail or by phone 
with specific questions if you can‟t find the answers elsewhere.  
 
Ursula K. LeGuin writes that “[i]t is good to have an end to journey towards, but it is the journey that 
matters, in the end.”  I hope that our class proves her right.  I am looking forward to getting to know 
each of you and seeing where this journey takes us. 
 

 
Concerns & Complaints 

If you have any concerns about the course or my engagement with the class, please see me about these 
concerns as soon as possible.  If you are not comfortable talking with me or not satisfied with the 
response you receive, you may contact the following individual: 
 
  Maggie Harada, English Department Chair 
  (425) 564-2064 or mharada@bellevuecollege.edu 
 

 


