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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Art Appreciation is an introduction to artistic styles, periods of art, techniques and 
ways of making art and addresses questions, such as: why do we make art?  Art 
Appreciation will discuss art that is made from prehistoric time up to the contemporary 
period and will equip the student with a visual language and introduce them to the 
visual components of style.  The format of this class will vary.  On some days the class 
will be lecture with in-class activities, other days students will visit art studios on 
campus including photography and ceramics and the Bellevue College Gallery Space.  
There will be activities that require the student to visit art museums and/ or galleries 
off Bellevue College campus as well.

 
COURSE OUTCOMES

Ø Build a vocabulary that enables the student to begin to describe and discuss the 
visual components of a piece of art

Ø Gain a general knowledge of the history of artistic production
Ø Understand how both art and the study of art relates to other disciplines, 

including philosophy, history, archeology, theater, music etc.
Ø To be able to recognize certain styles in art as well as mediums and discuss their 

characteristics

Outcomes will be met by completing the reading assignments, coming to class 
prepared to discuss the reading and engage in activities during class time.   Class 
participation is the most important component of being successful in this class; there 
will be regular in-class assignments and group activities.  Furthermore, on days when 
we will leave the classroom, the student will see the ideas and concepts discussed in 
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class materialize, either in the studio or in a gallery.  Attending class is imperative to 
success.

CLASS FORMAT/ ATMOSPHERE
The class meets twice a week for two hours and ten minutes, during which we will 
have a regular schedule of lectures, discussion activities, group activities, studio/gallery 
visits and videos. Students are encouraged to ask questions during the lecture which in 
turn may lead to class discussion.  It is very important for the student to come to class 
prepared, willing to be open to discussion and open to new ways of thinking. The 
atmosphere is accepting and understands that each student is an individual and brings 
with them their own experience with art and life.  Understanding art requires both 
respect to other viewpoints as well as a dedication to critical thinking.  While the 
classroom will have a casual air to encourage participation and discussion it will 
maintain a high degree of criticism and continually push the student to look past their 
assumptions regarding art and the visual world. 

I will post PowerPoint presentations, syllabus, journal readings, assignments and lists 
on MyBC.  There will be reading that will be posted on MyBC that are required; it is 
necessary that all students have access to MyBC.  

If you have to miss class for due to an emergency or illness please contact me as soon 
as possible and let me know what is going on.  During class, I ask that students do not 
eat or chew gum, as it can be distracting.  We will take a short break in the middle of 
each class.  

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK
Spivey, Nigel, How Art Made the World A Journey to the Origins of Human Creativity, BBC 
Books, London, 2005. 
ISBN-13: 978-0-465-08181-3, ISBN-13: 978-0-465-08181-9 (hardcopy) 
ISBN-13: 978-0-465-08182-0; ISBN-13: 978-0-465-08182-7 (paperback)

READING ASSIGNMENTS
Required readings are on final pages of your syllabus and will consist of textbook, 
journal articles and art reviews.  Journal articles/ reviews will be posted to MyBC. 
You are expected to have read the assignment listed after the week’s heading by the 
time you come to class; this will ensure you get the most out of lecture and give you the 
opportunity to ask questions should any come up in the assigned reading.  Chapter 
readings are from your course textbook, How Art Made the World A Journey to the Origins 
of Human Creativity, Nigel Spivey.   

ASSIGNMENTS
There are 8 weekly Assignments throughout the quarter.  These Assignments are very 
important as they are worth 25% of your grade.  If you miss an Assignment due to an 
excused absence (which you must justify to me) you will have the opportunity to make 
up the assignment.  I may require proof of an excusable absence.  



IN-CLASS PROJECTS
These will consist of visiting other art studios on campus and making art, attending on-
campus openings at the Bellevue College Gallery Space, and other activities that may 
happen within the classroom.  

CURATORIAL PROJECT
The Final Project will be assigned Week 8 of class and be due Week 10.  It will require 
you to select one chapter in Spivey’s text to focus on.  You will find works of art in the 
Bellevue/ Seattle as well as in major museums (through their websites) that represent 
types of art identified by Spivey.  More details will be discussed Week 8.  

FINAL EXAM
The Final Exam will require you to examine works of art and attempt to analyze them 
for meaning.  Skills to do this will be taught throughout the quarter.

GRADING
Attendance/ Participation-	
 	
 35%
Assignments	
 (8)	
 	
 	
 25%
In-Class Projects 	
 	
 	
 10%
Curatorial Project 	
 	
 	
 20%
Final Exam	
 	
 	
 	
 10%

	
 “Eighty percent of success is showing up.”  -Woody Allen

Grading Scale:
95-100%= A
90-94= A-
86-89= B+
84-85= B
80-83= B-
76-79= C+
74-75= C
70-73= C-
65-69= D+
64-64= D
60-63= D-
<60= F

For more information on the grading policy at Bellevue College visit the following 
website:
http://bellevuecollege.edu/policies/3/3000_grading.asp. 
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AFFIRMATION OF INCLUSION
Bellevue College is committed to maintaining an environment in which every member 
of the campus community feels welcome to participate in the life of the college, free 
from harassment and discrimination.  We value our different backgrounds at Bellevue 
College, and students, faculty, staff members, and administrators are to treat one 
another with dignity and respect. http://bellevuecollege.edu/about/goals/inclusion.asp

STUDENT CODE
Bellevue College is maintained by the state of Washington for the purpose of providing 
its students with appropriate learning programs which will facilitate the orderly 
pursuit and achievement of their educational objectives. The college is dedicated not 
only to learning and the advancement of knowledge but also to the development of 
ethically sensitive and responsible persons through policies which encourage 
independence and maturity.

“Cheating, stealing and plagiarizing (using the ideas or words of another as one’s own 
without crediting the source) and inappropriate/disruptive classroom behavior are 
violations of the Student Code of Conduct at Bellevue College.  Examples of 
unacceptable behavior include, but are not limited to: talking out of turn, arriving late 
or leaving early without a valid reason, allowing cell phones/pagers to ring, and 
inappropriate behavior toward the instructor or classmates.  The instructor can refer 
any violation of the Student Code of Conduct to the Vice President of Student Services 
for possible probation or suspension from Bellevue College.  Specific student rights, 
responsibilities and appeal procedures are listed in the Student Code of Conduct, 
available in the office of the Vice President of Student Services.”  The Student Code, 
Policy 2050, in its entirety is located at: http://bellevuecollege.edu/policies/
2/2050_Student_Code.asp

DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER (DRC)
The Disability Resource Center serves students with a wide array of learning 
challenges and disabilities. If you are a student who has a disability or learning 
challenge for which you have documentation or have seen someone for treatment and 
if you feel you may need accommodations in order to be successful in college, please 
contact us as soon as possible.

If you are a person who requires assistance in case of an emergency situation, such as a 
fire, earthquake, etc, please meet with your individual instructors to develop a safety 
plan within the first week of the quarter.

The DRC office is located in B 132 or you can call our reception desk at 425.564.2498.  
Deaf students can reach us by video phone at 425-440-2025 or by TTY at 425-564
4110. Please visit our website for application information into our program and other 
helpful links at www.bellevuecollege.edu/drc
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ACADEMIC CALENDAR
The Bellevue College Academic Calendar is separated into two calendars. They 
provide information about holidays, closures and important enrollment dates such as 
the finals schedule.

• Enrollment Calendar - http://bellevuecollege.edu/enrollment/calendar/
deadlines/. On this calendar you will find admissions and registration dates and 
important dates for withdrawing and receiving tuition refunds.

• College Calendar - http://bellevuecollege.edu/enrollment/calendar/holidays/
0910.asp. This calendar gives you the year at a glance and includes college 
holidays, scheduled closures, quarter end and start dates, and final exam dates.

Class Schedule!  Mondays are dedicated to primarily lecture informal discussion (except for Week 
I).  Wednesdays will be reserved for other activities (such as movies, studio visits, etc); Assignments 
on Wednesday will correspond to the reading and material covered in Monday’s lecture.  You can use 
your notes taken on Monday in your assignments so note taking is advised!

Week 1, 9/17 & 19	
 	
 Welcome!
Monday	
 No Class

Wednesday Introduction and Class Overview 

Week 2, 9/24 & 9/26 	
The Spark of Creativity
Monday Spivey, Chapter 1, The Human Artist, pp. 6-15

In-class Activity
Wednesday 	
 Art on Campus, Art Scavenger Hunt

BC Gallery Space Opening

Week 3,  10/1 & 10/3   	
 Paleolithic	
 
Monday Spivey, Chapter 2, The Birth of the Imagination, pp. 17-49

Hughes, “Behold the Stone Age,”  pp.119-124

Wednesday 	
 Cave of Forgotten Dreams (2010)
Assignment 1, Behold the Stone Age (due Monday 10/8)

	
  
Week 4, 10/8 & 10/10	
	
 History of the Body
Monday Spivey, Chapter 3, More than Human, pp. 51-83 

Wednesday 	
 Assignment 2, The Body in Art (due Monday 10/15)

Week 5, 10/15 & 10/17	
 Narratives in Art
Monday Spivey, Chapter 4, Once Upon a Time, pp. 85-120

Wednesday 	
 Assignment 3, Narrative Art & ARTstor (due Monday 10/22)
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Week 6, 10/22 & 10/24	
 Landscapes 
Monday Spivey, Chapter 5, Second Nature, pp. 123- 152

Wednesday 	
 Assignment 4, The Nature of Landscapes (due Monday 10/29)

Week 7, 10/29 & 10/31	
 Politics of Imaging	
 	
  
Monday Spivey, Chapter 6, Art and Power, pp.  155-180

Assignment 6, Art in Service of Propaganda (due Monday, 11/5)
Wednesday 	
 No-Class, Independent Museum visit associated with 

Assignment 6

Week 8, 11/5 & 11/7	
Politics of Imaging continued
Monday Spivey, Chapter 6, Art and Power, pp.  180-199

Wednesday 	
 Curatorial Project Assigned (due Monday 12/5)

Week 9, 11/12  & 11/14	
 Representations of Spirituality
Monday Holiday, no-class

Wednesday 	
 Spivey, Chapter 7, Seeing the Invisible, pp. 201-252
Assignment 7

Week 10, 11/19 & 11/21	
 Representations of Spirituality continued
Monday Spivey,Chapter 7, Seeing the Invisible, pp. 201-252

Wednesday 	
 No class held, Individual meetings scheduled on Mon & Tues this week

Week 11,  11/26 & 11/28	
 Death and Thereafter
Monday Spivey, Chapter 8, In the Face of Death, pp. 255-80

Wednesday 	
 Assignment 8, in-class

Week 12,  12/5	
	
 	
 Finals Week
Monday Exit Through the Gift Shop

Curatorial Project due
Wednesday 	
 Final Exam



Local Museums & Galleries

Bellevue Gallery Space, D271
Always free!

Bellevue Arts Museum
First Fridays are always free!

Seattle Art Museum
First Thursdays are always free!

Olympic Sculpture Garden
Always free!

Seattle Asian Art Museum
First Thursdays are always free!

Frye Museum of Art
Always free!

Northwest African American Art
First and second Thursdays are always free!

Photo Center NW
Always free!

Tacoma Art Museum
Free every third Thursday from 5-8pm!

Kirkland Arts Center
Always free!


