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RESOLUTION No.

A RESOLUTION of the Board of Trustees of Bellevue College of Community College District VIII allowing
students seeking a high school diploma to access a waiver from the graduation pathway requirements,
as authorized by the Washington State Board of Education.

WHEREAS, RCW 28A.230.090 authorizes the State Board of Education to set graduation requirements
and authorizes local districts to decide whether a student has met the graduation requirements.

WHEREAS, RCW 28B.50.535 allows community and technical colleges to determine whether students
have met high school graduation requirements and to grant high school diplomas.

WHEREAS, sections 2 through 3, chapter 7, Laws of 2021 (EHB 1121) authorized the State Board of
Education to administer a new and ongoing emergency waiver program. The purpose of the emergency
waiver program is to provide an equitable mechanism that prevents students from being unduly
impacted by unforeseen disruptions to coursework and assessments resulting from an emergency as
defined in RCW 38.52.010 or as declared by an authorized federal official. The State Board of Education
has adopted emergency rules that respond to the gubernatorial declaration of emergency of February
29, 2020. The emergency rules allow school boards and colleges granting high school diplomas to seek
waivers for both subject area credit and pathway graduation requirements for eligible students on an
individual student basis after completing all the emergency waiver program requirements.

WHEREAS, WAC 180-111 created permanent rules for this waiver program to allow school districts,
including community and technical colleges granting high school diplomas, to waive certain graduation
requirements on an individual student basis.

WHEREAS, the vast majority of school districts in the State of Washington have applied for and been
granted access to this waiver program.

WHEREAS, the Board does not wish to modify credit requirements but acknowledges that the COVID
pandemic has posed barriers for high school students seeking to meet the graduation pathway
requirements.

WHEREAS, the Board wishes to ensure that the College comply with Chapter 180-111 WAC for students
seeking high school diplomas who may be eligible for a waiver of the graduation pathway requirements
under the emergency waiver program.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board hereby authorizes the President or designee to
implement an emergency waiver program consistent with all requirements of WAC 180-111.
Information about the waiver program will appear on the College website. Applications for the waiver



may be initiated by individual students or by family members or College staff on behalf of students.
Application materials and instructions will appear on the College website. The waiver application will
gather information about the steps the student has taken to fulfill graduation pathway requirements.
Before formally considering a waiver application, College staff will make a good faith effort, as defined in
WAC 180-111-020, to help individual students meet pathway graduation requirements through other
options without accessing the emergency waiver. College staff will also consult with the individual
student about what is being waived for the individual student, potential benefits and limitations that
could result from receiving the waiver, including impacts on other postsecondary plans, the option for
the individual student to decline the waiver and for the student to be provided with the opportunity to
complete graduation requirements through continued enrollment beyond the planned graduation date.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the College will create a committee to consider waiver applications. The
committee will consist of the faculty chair of the High School+ program, the staff navigator of the High
School+ program, and any other staff, faculty, or administrators appointed by Academic Affairs. The
committee will consider all requests for waivers within 14 calendar days of receipt. The committee will
consider whether students have demonstrated postsecondary preparation, as defined in WAC 180-111-
020. If the committee so recommends, the College will grant emergency waivers to eligible students
who desire the waiver. The committee will maintain a record of requirements waived as part of the
individual student record and will report to the State Board of Education as specified in WAC 180-111-
040(4).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the College will create review and appeals processes that meet the
requirements of the WAC 180-111-040(b) and (c). If the committee recommends against granting a
waiver to a particular student, that student’s application will be considered by a panel consisting of the
Associate Dean of Basic & Transitional Studies and a faculty Counselor with expertise in trauma-
informed instruction. The faculty Counselor will be selected by the Office of Academic Affairs, and the
Office of Academic Affairs may add additional staff, faculty, or administrators with relevant expertise to
the review panel. This panel will make a recommendation on the waiver application within 14 calendar
days of the initial committee’s action. If the panel recommends against granting the waiver, the student
may request an appeal. Appeals will be heard by the Associate Vice President of Academic Affairs within
14 days of receipt. Decisions of the Associate Vice President of Academic Affairs are final.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the College will ensure equity in administering the emergency waiver. As
required by WAC 180-111-040(3), the College will include culturally responsive ways to communicate
with students about the waiver and the process to request, appeal, or decline the waiver. Students and
families will be able to request help from College staff in completing the application, and they will be
able to request translation and/or interpretation services. The College will review disaggregated waiver
data and take appropriate actions to ensure equitable administration if disproportionality is found,
including supports under WAC 180-111-020(4) to help students meet requirements before the
conclusion of the school year.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the College will remain compliant with all laws, policies, and State Board
of Education guidance regarding the waiver program. If WAC 180-111 is revised, the College will change
its procedures to remain in compliance. If the eligibility rules and/or deadlines for the waiver program
are adjusted, the College will consider waiver applications from all eligible students.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that execution of this Resolution is conclusive evidence of the Board’s
approval of this action and of the authority granted herein. The Board warrants that it has, and at the
time of this action had, full power and lawful authority to adopt this instrument.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED:

Merisa Heu-Weller, Chair
Board of Trustees
Bellevue College District VIII



