ThinkCity 2026: Judging Rubric

Team #: 				
Title:
Judge:
	A. Problem Understanding & Relevance (15 pts)
	Points
	Your Score

	Problem is clearly defined and specific
	0-8
	___________

	Strong connection to real community needs
	0-7
	___________

	
	
	

	B. Innovation & Creativity (15 pts)
	

	Originality of the idea
	0-8
	___________

	Creative thinking beyond obvious solutions
	0-7
	___________

	
	
	

	C. Impact & Public Value (15 pts)
	

	Clear identification of beneficiaries
	0-8
	___________

	Potential for meaningful community impact
	0-7
	___________

	
	
	

	D. Feasibility & Practicality (15 pts)
	

	Realistic implementation approach
	0-8
	___________

	Appropriate use of technology or policy
	0-7
	___________

	
	
	

	E. Equity, Ethics & Accessibility (15 pts)

	Inclusivity and accessibility considered
	0-8
	___________

	Ethical, privacy, or social concerns addressed
	0-7
	___________

	
	
	

	F. Sustainability & Scalability (15 pts)
	
	

	Could this solution grow or adapt to other cities?
	0-8
	___________

	Is it resilient to changes in technology, policy, etc?
	0-7
	___________

	
	
	

	G. Teamwork & Communication (10 pts)

	Clear presentation and storytelling
	0-5
	___________

	Evidence of collaboration & shared effort
	0-5
	___________

	Total
	100
	___________

	
	
	






Awarding Policy
· One award per team
· Award Grand Prize first
· Remove that team from remaining categories
· Recalculate winners
Awards
1. Grand Prize – ThinkCity Innovation Award: $1,500 total
2. Community Impact Award: $1,000 total 
3. Sustainability & Climate Action Award: $500 total
4. Most Creative Idea Award: $500 total
5. Best Pitch Award: $500 total
6. Google Gemini Prize

Award Selection
· Grand Prize: 
· Represents the most balanced, complete solution
· Highest overall score (out of 100): A + B + C + D + E

· Community Impact Award: 
· This award elevates teams who deeply understand community needs and design responsibly—even if the solution is not the most technical.
· Highest combined score from criteria: A +  C  + E

· Sustainability & Climate Action Award
· Clear climate or environmental benefit articulated in submission
· Highest combined score from criteria: C +  D  + E + F

· Most Creative Idea Award
· This recognizes bold, imaginative ideas—even early-stage or speculative ones.
· Highest combined score from criteria: A + B + C

· Best Pitch Award
· A great civic idea must be communicated clearly to stakeholders, policymakers, and the public
· Highest combined score from criteria: A + B + G

· Google Gemini Prize
· Best Use of Gemini API
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