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Join Running Start at Bellevue 
College!

Email us at runningstartnewstudent@bellevuecollege.edu
Visit our website: https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/runningstart
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What is Running Start?

• Running Start was created by the Learning by Choice bill in 1990. This 
bill determined that:
• High School students can earn college credits.
• School districts pay for the tuition for the approved amount of college credits 

(for 100 and 200 level courses) for Running Start students. 
• Running Start students are responsible for all class and student fees, so the 

program is not completely free.

• Running Start is available at all Washington State community colleges
• Bellevue College Running Start has around 2,800 students enrolled
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Running Start is a Dual Enrollment Program

• Dual Enrollment is when a student is enrolled at both a high school and a 
college.
• Running Start students are earning both high school and college credits at 

the same time.
• Classes taken through Running Start can be used for high school graduation 

requirements, associate’s degree requirements, as well as other degree 
programs such as bachelor’s degrees.
• 1 High School credit = 5 Bellevue College credits 
• Use your Course Equivalency sheet from your school district to know 

exactly what classes at Bellevue College will meet your specific high school 
graduation requirements. Students can obtain this sheet from their high 
school counselor. 
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Running Start Enrollment Options

• Running Start students can enroll as full-time or part-time students. 
• Full-time students typically take 15 credits (three 5-credit courses) per quarter.

• Running Start students can take any course at Bellevue College as long as 
they meet the prerequisites for the course.
• Prerequisites are requirements that students need to meet in order to enroll in a 

course. Requirements are often having completed a specific course with a certain 
grade or placement into the course or a specific course level.

• For example: 

Enrollment in specific courses at Bellevue College is never guaranteed even 
if the course is needed for a high school graduation requirement.
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Running Start is only during Fall, 
Winter, and Spring quarters.

This is subject to change.

Students are allowed to take classes over the summer if they would 
like, however, they currently are responsible for the tuition as well 

as class and student fees.

Please email your questions to 
runningstartnewstudent@bellevuecollege.edu
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Running Start Eligibility
To participate in the Running Start program students must be both of 
the following:
• A high school junior or senior
• Enrolled in a public high school in Washington state.

If home school or private school student , the student will need to be 
enrolled in their local public high school or with the their local school 
district as a enrolled non-attending student.
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Characteristics of Successful Running Start 
Students
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Ready for college 
level academics

Ready for more 
independence and 

responsibility

Able to manage 
their time well

Able to track their 
high school 
graduation 

requirements 



FERPA and Parent Involvement

• The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a federal law that any 
educational institution administered by the U.S. Secretary of Education must follow. This 
act is about protecting student privacy by not releasing grades or other personal 
information to anyone but the student.

• Under FERPA, instructors cannot communicate with anyone but the student about the 
student’s course work or grades. This is a federal law to which Bellevue College must 
legally adhere. It does not matter if the student is a minor and a Running Start student; 
all students taking college courses are considered adults and FERPA applies to all.

• Parents cannot schedule conferences with the instructor, file a grade appeal on a 
student’s behalf, or communicate details about a grade appeal or complaint. The 
student is responsible for all communication regarding course work, grades, and 
appeals or complaints.

Learn more at: https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/ferpa/reference-library/
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Running Start 
Academic Policies

Important policies to guide Running Start students toward success.
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Required ‘C’ Average

• Grades earned through Running Start will be permanent on a 
student’s college transcript.
• In order to support our students to be successful college students and 

to protect them from negatively impacting their college transcript we 
required that students maintain a ‘C’ average. 
• Low grades can indicate that a student is not ready for the college 

environment, the new independence and responsibilities, or for the 
rigor of college level courses.
• Earning low grades can even impact a students ability to receive 

financial aid in the future.
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Academic Resources 
for Students

Different resources on campus that Running Start 
students should know about.
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The Academic Success Center (ASC)

• The ASC offers free tutoring and learning services for all Bellevue 
College students.
• They provide
• One on one virtual tutoring
• Writing, Reading, and Math labs
• Workshops
• Online Resources

Webpage: https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/asc
Email: asc@bellevuecollege.edu

10/28/22 runningstartnewstudent@bellevuecollege.edu     
https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/runningstart

https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/asc
mailto:asc@bellevuecollege.edu


Disability Resource Center (DRC)

• If Running Start students have an IEP or a 504 plan at their high 
school they may be eligible for accommodations at Bellevue College 
through the DRC.
• The accommodations must be arranged through the DRC by the 

student and updated each quarter.
• High school accommodations are different from college 

accommodations. Meet with the DRC to learn more about what your 
accommodations could be.

Webpage: https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/drc
Email: drc@bellevuecollege.edu
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Placement and Testing Services

• All Running Start students must complete English placement as part of our admissions 
steps.

• Math placement will be needed if the student plans to enroll in any math or science 
courses, and if they plan to complete an associates degree.

• Students need English and Math placement in order to register for classes that have 
English and Math prerequisites.

• To complete placement students can take a placement test or use their high school 
transcripts, AP exam scores, Smarter balance test scores, and more. See the placement 
and testing webpage for more information regarding placement.

Webpage: https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/testing
Placement Documents: Request English and Math Placement :: Student Central Forms 
(bellevuecollege.edu)
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Running Start Advising and Educational Planning

• At Bellevue College, we has advisor/s specifically for Running Start 
students. Advising is available via email, phone calls, or video meetings.
• Students can meet with an advisor to plan how to meet their high school 

graduation requirements, plan how to earn an associates degree, find 
resources on campus, discuss their plans for after high school, and more.
• Before meeting with an advisor students must:

• Complete all admissions steps and be cleared to register for classes. 
• Meet with their high school counselor to confirm their remaining high school 

graduation requirements and obtain their districts course equivalency sheet to 
determine which courses at Bellevue College will fulfill those requirements.

Webpage: https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/runningstart/navigation/advising-educational-planning/
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Program Costs
The Running Start program covers the tuition 

for the approved number of credits 
determined by the student's high school on 

their Enrollment Verification Form.
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Cost Simplified

• Running Start students are responsible for class and student fees as 
well as any books or materials required by their classes.

• Running Start students are responsible for tuition if they:
• Enroll in a below college level course (any course below level 100).
• Enroll in more credits than approved for by their high school counselor on 

their Enrollment Verification Form. The student is then responsible for the 
tuition for the credits above the approved amount.

For more information about cost of tuition and student fees please visit 
https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/tuition/
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Cost Simplified Example

A Running Start student is approved for 15 credits at Bellevue College. 
The student then enrolls in 18 credits at Bellevue College. Running Start 
will only cover the tuition for 15 credits.

How many credits of tuition is the student responsible for?
The student is responsible to pay for 3 credits of tuition, plus any class 
and student fees.
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Running Start Fee Waiver Petition Form
• Running Start students may be eligible for our Fee Waiver if any of the 

following applies to them:

• The Fee Waiver Petition form is available on our webpage 
https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/runningstart/navigation/forms/
• Students need to email this form and required documentation to 

chsprograms@bellevuecollege.edu no later than the 5th day of the quarter. 
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Priced Lunch

TANF Benefit 
Recipient Foster Youth

Medicaid 
Recipient

Basic Food 
Recipient

Other State and 
Federal Supported 

Programs
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Time Management

Running Start students should understand the time commitment they 
are making when they enroll in classes at Bellevue College. Enrolling in 
15 credits of classes is about the same amount of time as a full time job 
each week: 30-45 hours.

• 1 credit at BC = 1 hour of class + 1-2 hours of homework/studying
• 15 credits at BC = 15 hours of class + 15-30 hours of 

homework/studying
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Running Start Enrollment
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Enrollment Verification Form

• This form is required each quarter in order for the student to enroll in classes. 
Students need to submit a new version of this form each quarter.
• The Enrollment Verification form indicates how many college credits a student is 

approved for by their high school/district. 
• Students should keep a copy of their Enrollment Verification Form in case our 

office asks students to resubmit the form.
• Our office is only able to process this form if it is filled out completely and 

correctly with the required signatures. 

At this time we are only accepting digital copies of Enrollment Verification Forms. 
The form is available for download at 
https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/runningstart/navigation/forms/
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Enrollment 
Verification Form
Section 1: Student Information

Section 2: High School Counselor

Section 3: Parent/Guardian and 
student signatures

All signatures are required except 
for the College Running Start 
Advisor/Rep. Our office will sign 
there.
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Things to Consider 
before joining 
Running Start 
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Benefits of Running Start

• Almost free college tuition
• Variety in course selection
• Flexible schedule
• Students develop independence, self-advocacy, responsibility
• New social environment and diverse community
• Opportunities to explore career options through course selections
• Earn college credits to use towards a degree program
• Exposure to the college experience
• Rigorous academics
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Challenges of Running Start

• Cost of student and class fees as well as books
• Rigorous and fast pace academics
• Monitoring your high school graduation requirements
• Time management
• New social environment, independence, and responsibilities
• Potential harm to your college and high school transcripts if not able to do well in classes
• FERPA – parents do not have access to student educational records or instructors
• Course content not adjusted to meet high school level student
• Conflicting schedules with BC and your high school activities
• Students do not check their Bellevue College email consistently and miss important 

deadlines and information
• Students missing payments for classes and their classes being dropped
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Is Running Start right for you?

• Participating in Running Start should be a decision made with the student 
and their family.
• When considering participating in Running Start ask yourself these 

questions:
• Are you comfortable in a college level class room with students of all ages?
• Can you be assertive and ask for help when you need it? 
• Are you self-sufficient? Are you able to seek out resources on campus?
• Have you done well in your classes in H.S.? 
• Are you ready for the rigor of college level academics?
• How important are high school activities to you? 
• Are you able to miss certain events if you have classes or exams at BC at the same 

time?
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How to Apply for Running Start 
@ Bellevue College
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1. Complete Bellevue College SBCTC Application
Bellevue College Application
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https://apply.ctc.edu/register
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Create a Username and Password
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SBCTC Application Example When the student Applies to Running Start…….
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Spring 2022

DO NOT CHOOSE Traditional Studies this program is an inaccurate and will cause a DELAY in your RS Admissions.

Be sure you choose Undergraduate then one of the following: Academic, prof-tech or non-award seeking.
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The student will receive an email from Enrollment 
Services when their SBCTC Application has been 
processed. 

*ctcLink Student Number will be included in 
Acceptance letter via email
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Complete the Intent for Running Start Form (This is the Running Start Program Admissions Form)

Running Start Intent Form
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1. Running Start Intent Form Active Link 

https://forms.bellevuecollege.edu/runningstart/running-start-application/?_gl=1*6izedl*_ga*MTkzNjE5NzY0LjE2MTI5Mjg0NDE.*_ga_D205WT30XL*MTY0MTk3NTA3My4xOTkuMS4xNjQxOTc2MzcwLjU4
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Create your Bellevue College Email Account (NetID)

Your NetID gives you access to e-mail, computer labs, Canvas and more. It can take up tp 24 hours for your Bellevue 
College (NetID) email account to be activated

More about NetID...Create Account
Create a Bellevue College NetID account and email address using your ctcLink ID

Need Help?
Visit the Technology Service Desk

https://bellevuecollege.teamdynamix.com/TDClient/KB/ArticleDet?ID=23240
https://www2.bellevuecollege.edu/netid/CreateNewAccount.aspx
https://bellevuecollege.teamdynamix.com/


The student will receive an email from 
runningstartnewstudent@bellevuecollege.edu with steps 
to complete Admissions for the Running Start Program.

*ctcLink Student Number Included Again.
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Applying Best Practices
• Admission Completion Deadline: December 22, 2022 by 5pm –

Academic Calendar
• Be sure to check your BC and personal E-mail often – allow time for 

the processing to happen – Deadlines are communicated via E-mail 
and our website.
• It’s encouraged to use your legal name that will match the High 

School Records.
• Email Runningstartnewstudent@bellevuecollege.edu with any 

questions, concerns, compliments; we will call to action!
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ctcLink: A Single Sign On Is Here Now!
Manage and track your Bellevue College experience through a single portal.
ctcLink is a single sign on and Student Homepage where you register for classes, handle financial aid, pay tuition and 

fees, and more.

This change is part of a statewide effort to update student, faculty, and staff information systems and provide you with a 
better, more simplified student experience.

Explore this page for more details or use the navigation (left on desktop, above if on mobile) to get more information 
and support at ctcLink for Students (bellevuecollege.edu).

https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/ctclink/students/
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BC Vaccination Attestation (Confirmation)and Exemption Requirements and Information to protect the health and safety 
of the Bellevue College campus community and the public, the College requires all faculty, staff and students to be fully 

vaccinated against COVID-19 with an authorized vaccine unless an individual receives an authorized exemption.

BC Student COVID-19 Vaccination Attestation (Confirmation) Form (tfaforms.net)

All new students will have a Vaccination Attestation hold until they complete that task; before any registration.

https://bellevuecollege.tfaforms.net/f/student-covid-vax-status?_ga=2.251110854.152035776.1633357640-792405825.1536338812


Running Start Voices Video
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Thank you for watching!

We appreciate you taking the time learn more about our program and we 
look forward to working with you!

Due to COVID-19

• For updates related to COVID-19 and Bellevue College please visit this 
webpage: https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/covid19/

Email us at runningstartnewstudent@bellevuecollege.edu
Visit our webpage: https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/runningstart
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