Addressing housing
insecurity: what are the
reasons, who's affected,

and what can you do about
it?

Why is it so easy for people to slip into
poverty and homelessness ?

Short answer: market failures. Let's explore a
few faults of the market that are leading
causes for homelessness.
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Wealth and housing hoarding:

The wealthiest 1% of people own an
excessive amount of wealth in real estate,
restricting opportunities for affordable
housing to the bottom 50%. This
overconsumption of resources is a critical
problem keeping many from becoming
homeowners. The wealth gap in the US
continues to increase, showing how difficult
it is for poor families to generate wealth
and support themselves.
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Who faces the most housing
insecurity and why?

Disproportionate amounts of people facing homeless are black and brown
people. These trends have remained consistent for decades with little to no
improvement. Why? Racism and classism cannot be separated from markets.
Black and brown people will always be hit the hardest from harmful effects of
capitalism because of systemic racism. Decades of racist policy created to
perpetuate poverty among black people has created a substantial racial
wealth gap. This translates into housing insecurity as significant disparities
between black and brown homeless people and their white counterparts.
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Actively break stereotypes to

Wh(]t can you dO Gbout humanize homelessness and join
. . . organizations dedicated to support
the hOUSlng Crisis? unhoused people. Challenging

stigmas about homelessness and
raising awareness about the housing
crisis is something everyone can
partake in.

Get involved legislatively! By participating
in local politics and putting pressure on
politicians, you can advocate for change
within your community. Local governments
have the power to implement rent control

Engaging in mutual aid,
especially when you have
wealth or benefit from
systems of oppression, is an
effective way to redistribute
wealth within your own
community.

on housing units to ensure that Landlords
don't over-exploit their tenants, change
zoning Laws to accommodate multi-family
housing, and increase shelters and
permanent supportive housing units.




