Religious Activity and Political Campaign Funding (9/24/24)

The intent of the document is to frame protocol regarding religious activity funding and political campaign funding.

The ASG Funding Request contains the following statement:
“ASG does not fund the following: any student organization/project that is in violation of the ASG Bylaws; direct religious worship, exercise or instruction, or the promotion of non-secular beliefs; campaign contributions (under no circumstance may public funds be used as a gift or campaign contribution to any elected official or employee of a public agency).”

Additionally, RCW 42.17.550 prohibits the use of public funds to finance political campaigns.
The Washington State Constitution provides the following:
“No public money or property shall be appropriated for or applied to any religious worship, exercise or instruction or the support of any religious establishment…”

While “worship” is not defined specifically, Washington courts have framed it as conduct that manifests a devotion to religion or religious principles in thought, feeling and belief. Religious instruction is that category of instruction that resembles worship and manifests a devotion to religion and religious principles in thought, feeling, belief, and conduct, i.e. instruction that is devotional in nature and designed to induce faith and belief in the student.

In evaluating requests for funding, ASG should follow a view-point neutral process of review that applies equally to all student groups. Student organizations that are political or religious in nature may still receive S&A funds. The funds must be distributed in a manner that is viewpoint-neutral and exposes students to a wide array of perspectives and cannot be a vehicle for the promotion of one particular political, social, economic, or religious viewpoint. Such funding must also comply with the legal prohibitions against funding political campaigns or direct religious worship, exercise, or instruction. 

This review should be a fact-specific and request-specific inquiry to determine the ultimate purpose for which funds will be used. If the purpose is to directly fund a political campaign or religious worship, exercise, or instruction, then in accordance with state law, public funds should not be used. However, if the purpose is not primarily to fund a political campaign or religious worship, exercise, or instruction, but such use is merely incidental to the purpose, then the request may be funded, e.g. attending a dinner of a political organization that is not specifically a fundraising event for a specific political campaign; or having a lunch at which prayers may be said before the meal or a keynote speaker who speaks about religion but without the purpose of “worship” or inducing faith and belief in attendees.

Facilities can be made available for religious purposes as long as groups are charged a rate consistent with other groups with the same status.

Additionally, use of facilities for religious purposes can be reviewed and limited if such activity is determined to be dominating the facility (i.e., excluding others from using the facility).  The review of groups dominating facilities applies to all groups- political and non-political, religious and non-religious, in nature.

Finally, if it is found that after review and funding of a request, that the request implementation differs from what was shared in the review process, the reviewers should follow their protocols to review the funding requests that deviated from what was approved and take action and follow-up consistent with all funding requests protocols.

Questions regarding this framework may be referred to Student Engagement or Student Affairs.
