
The Muinipal Power 
And Light Plant

Emphasizing balance and contrast by repur-pose interi-
or space, entrust with new perspec-tives. 
Restoration-renovation is an important and sen-sation-
al concept that people value. To restore is to provide a 
chance for people to revisit the past. Moreover, design-
ers, by introducing new concepts and modern technol-
ogies, are not only able to pre-serve a piece of history, 
but more often, elevate and turn the historical site into a 
sustainable combina-tion of aesthetic and functionality.
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Overview

This long, narrow steam generation plant operated from 1914 until 
1987 for the Seattle Light and Power public utility. Measuring 90-foot-
long by 316-feet wide, the building was intended to become adaptively 
reused as a condominium project in 1991. Financing fell through for 
this purpose, but another buyer, a local bio-tech start-up called Zy-
mo-Genetics, stepped in to use the former industrial building as its 
headquarters and research center.

Building History

The utilty last used the steam plant for extended periods in 1968-1969, to pro-
vide power during a cold winter. It generated steam power sporadically there-
after, as in 11/1973, and 01/1979. During the latter case, the boilers belched out 
too much smoke from two of the plant’s seven smokestacks, resulting in a cita-
tion from the Puget Sound Air Pollution Control Agency. (See See “City Light 
cited for smoke from plant,” Seattle Times, 01/02/1979, p. A14.)

Site: http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/building/4903/
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Adaptation ScaleLayers

Project area

Public multifunctional Library

Inspiration and Material

Details
Designing a multifunction library becomes a social 
gathering space. It motivates interactions and com-
munications in a comfortable and relaxed space. The 
building will provide multifunction satisfy different 
needs and occupancies. The design intends to bring 
connection from different floors, meanwhile, keep the 
privacy and boundary from each occupancy area. 
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This is the Atrium from the 30ft tall entrance from othe side of the building. it provides the vistural ablilty looking through the levels.there small interpersonal communication rooms. The stairs will lead people through the building. 

The stairs lead people to M2, Media area.

The M1 and second floor provide the view of height different makes people fill more involved to the public. And it also create priavcy by 
using distancing.

The cafe use the wood strips heavily to emphasze the layers.

Sitting and stairs multi functional Auditriom

The lighting feature elevates to third floor to create connection through floors.

The Atrium begins from first floor to fifth floor to become a architectrual feature in the building. The bar area serve simple food and drink for the M1 area.

The cashier was designed by using wood panels and glazed finishes to emphasize the layer.  The reception desk located at the intersection of the two entrances for building information and direction purpose.
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