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S As we have progressed through awareness of the restricted admittance marginalized groups face in society, my goal is to push past the shelters we have inhabited and allow everyone to feel welcome in any space they oc-

cupy without limitations. In doing so, creating spaces that will encourage, support, and promote growth, creativity, and boundless futures for a diverse community. Qualifiers: openness, scale, and reveal. 

POINT OF VIEW

PROGRAM

I intend to explore the 
spatial ideas of 

broken boundaries 
to achieve stability, 

expression, and hope.

SITE 
IDEALS
• Vibrant urban setting
• Near public transit
• Diverse community
• Minimal ornamentation
• Connection to nature 
    (finishes and outdoors)
• Abundant sunlight
• Open space

OPENNESS SCALE REVEAL

The project vehicle is an art complex that aims to amplify inclu-

sivity in gallery, retail, cafe, and hospitality environments that 

break the boundaries society creates.  To do so, this organization 

will act as an artist-in-residency program inviting a rotating home 

for artists a different specialties, demographics, and nationalities 

to work with the local community on cultural and unique projects 

in hopes of teaching both parties the importance of identity, ex-

pression, and collaboration. The facility will provide several studio 

spaces both public and private, gallery space, living quarters, 

retail focusing on guest and local artists, and a rooftop cafe and 

installation space for connection to the outdoors.

PERSONAS

Transparency & open volumes in space 
help the user see their surroundings 

and show themselves.

ARTS COMPLEX
CAPITOL HILL, SEATTLE

MATEO local
Queer | LatinX | Disabled | Recruiter

A Seattle local looking for a new, unique, creative, 
learning experience with an art focus. He worries if 
his disability, sexuality, & ethnicity will be cause for 
conflict. Mateo visits every Saturday to work with 
an artist-in-residence on a community project. He’ll 
often meet a friend for lunch at the cafe or bring 
them for an exhibit. 

ANNIE artist
Multi-media artist | Asian | Influencer

An artist-in-residence visiting from New York where 
she is a self-taught artist incorporating technology 
and identity into her work which resonates with 
a large number of followers.  She is participating 
in the residency to  take a break from her normal 
routine and get re-inspired by collaborating with a 
community and exploring a new city. 

MARCUS | NIA tourists
Couple | Black | Parents | Suburban

A couple visiting Seattle for the weekend from a sub-
urb staying in a downtown hotel, exploring Capitol 
Hill, and looking for a cultural activity. They are ner-
vous about being in the city and possible race-relat-
ed issues. A location close to their hotel or transit is 
important to them. They would also like something 
to bring their children.

PERRY employee
Non-binary | White |  Program director

The person-in-charge of the property, curation, 
scheduling, customer service, and overall manage-
ment of the location. They wanted to find an em-
ployee that acknowledges their identity and creates 
comfortable environment for all visitors. Perry is 
the connection between the public, the art, and the 
brand.

Proportion gives the user perspective 
of themselves compared to their 

physical environments. 

The duality of contrasting elements 
allows the user to experience transition 

through the presence of both.

VEHICLE

COLEMAN BUILDING

401 E PINE ST, SEATTLE | 22,500 SQFT | FL1: 8,800 SQFT | FL2: 9,200 SQFT | ROOF: 4,500 SQFT 
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1ST FLOOR PLAN
* SCALE: 1/8” = 1’0”
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3RD FLOOR PLAN
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* SCALE: 1/8” = 1’0”

View from the cafe:ROOFTOP counter: The central feature of Floor 3 is still the staircase and it’s connection to the sky. This skylight represents broken boundaries and the 
shards of glass become you protection from the elements. The cafe using QR code placards for ordering and the bar acts as your waiting area while your order is prepared.

Rooftop Entrance: With the elevators to the Southwest and the central stair straight ahead, this point is the welcome space and has direct over the entire space. The open center 
creates an outdoor flex space that can be used for painting and numerous projects that benefit from a natural environment.

Rooftop Seating: Take a seat with plenty of options; bar stools, an ADA bar, private dining tables or the couch settings. The perimeter seating is surrounded by gardens and sculp-
ture.

Gallery Entrance: Whether you come up the stairs or the direct gallery access through the alley, you are greeted by a custom boulder and live wood desk. From here you can see 
the majority of gallery including the mirror screens showcasing work of the artists, the pivoting central exhibit walls, and a curiosity-peaking view of the hidden areas of gallery.

Gallery Exhibits: Local artists and Artists-in-residence showcase their work alongside permanent sculptures and custom benches. The center panels swing in to allow for flexibility 
and performance space. This exhibit features art from the local artist and activist Allan Carandang. @artofandoy

Artist-in-residence suites: When one of our visiting artists move into the complex they are awarded a private studio and dwelling unit. The mirrored screens allow the gallery 
visitors to learn more about the artist that inhabits the particular suite. 

Main Entrance: Once you come through the oversized doors, you are greeted by the reception and retail spaces. Feel free to walk around the central staircase as you wait to attend 
a class. The specialty  studio in the corner allows onlookers from the street to see what’s being worked on from a birds eye view. 

Public Studio: Located between the two main floor entrances, the public studio is the meeting place for all general classes. This space changes use and group size based on the 
need. Behind the class you’ll see the cafe:ROOFTOP mirrored billboard stating wait times and allowing guests to add their name through the mirrored touch screen.  

Behind the stairs: What could be an under utilized space behind the stairs became the main floor seating area, cleanup station, and the floor-to-ceiling interactive mirror. Whether 
you are waiting for a class or meeting a friend, this space acts as an interaction and exploration space that activates the user’s creativity. 

Specialty Studio: Tucked in the back corner, this specialty studio acts as two open or separated rooms divided by two sliding glass door systems equipped with electric glass for 
privacy and as a large drawing surface. (This render is extra special.... featuring my own artwork from throughout my time at Bellevue College)

THE IDENTITY OF 
BROKEN BOUNDARIES:

Celebrating identity is at the core of the mission so it was important that 

the key elements embodied the desire to be who you are, where you are. 

• Ascension starting with a stable base, the power of expression, and 

reaching a future of hope.

• The Life Stairs: a twisting, changing path mimicking a lifespan.

• Aesthetics echoing the universal connection with nature.

• Interactive mirrored screens showing your preferred reflection.

CONCEPT

HAY: About A Stool WOODWARD: Sculptura KARTELL: Masters Chair

HAY: About A Stool HERMAN MILLER: 
Nelson Saucer Bubble

TOOGOOD: Roly-Poly

HAY: Result Chair MUUTO: Fluid Pendant HIGHTOWER: Kona

MUUTO: Oslo Bench

HIGHTOWER: Insula GUS MODERN: Halifax

1ST FLOOR 

2ND FLOOR 

3RD FLOOR 

3RD FLOOR PLAN

2ND FLOOR PLAN

1ST FLOOR PLAN

Cafe: 1250

Art Installations: 200

Outdoor Space: 1201

Gallery: 2559 

Private Studio: 1032

Reception: 460

Private Common: 475

Sleeping: 1652

Bath: 255

Misc: 300

Reception: 532

Retail: 562

Public Studio: 982

Specialty Studio: 1741

Bath: 185

Misc: 983

PROGRAM 
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FOOTAGE
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Public Studio: 1847

Art Installations: 130

Art Installations: 942

LIGHTING 
DIAGRAM

Front view: Showing Interactive mirror
and complex journey.

THE LIFE STAIRS

DETAILS

Back view: Built-in seating and a mix of 
heavy concrete and airy mirrors and glass.

How it works: 
Using a two-way mirror, thin LED monitors, and 

touchscreen points, along with face recognition, 
location tracking, and augmented reality

technologies, these displays are fully interactive 
platforms that allow the use to present themselves 

with color auras and filters. 
Identify who you are today. 

INTERACTIVE MIRRORS

FLOOR 3

FLOOR 1

The rooftop is lit to direct the user into the space. Architectural lighting 
is used at the perimeters and center opening as choreography while the 
plants are lit for accent and enhance the ambiance. 

Floor 2 is a more intimate level that brings the attention to art work, 
spotlighting the space and creating a mood instead of heavy task focus 
like Floor 1.

The first floor is extremely task focused whether the goal is to work on 
art, experience the interactive mirrors or view the retail items. The use of 
LED back-lit panels allows the space to glow while cast a very even light 
throughout the space.

Interactive Mirrors: Present yourself the way you would like to be seen. The Life Stairs showcase the first of many interactive mirrors throughout the space. They allow the user to choose the face they see reflected back. Highlight your aura, your interests, or choose a filter through 
the mobile application that fits who you are at that moment. This young participant has chosen a lion face and a blue aura. 
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How it works: 
The stairs start 6’ wide twisting a forcing you 

around visually blocked corners and wind up-
ward becoming thinner and more orderly. This 

replicates the story of life as you move from being 
directed to gaining knowledge and defining who 

you are as you climb to the end of the journey. 

BOULDER | TREE DESK

STUDIO CASEWORK

ELECTRIFIED
GLASS DOORS

Front | Back views: Made from a hol-
lowed out boulder and live-edge planks. 

Built-in casework and leg nook. 

Four options: Varying options based 
on levels of desired transparency. including 
glass-topped drawers for views from above.

How it works: 
Electrified glass allows the glass to go from trans-
parent to opaque with a simple light switch. This 

allows for privacy as well as a surface that is ideal 
for note taking. 

Stainless steel sheets
mirror finish

Quartered anigre veneer Electric privacy glass

Interactive touch displays Two-way mirror panels LED video panels

Large stone terrazzo Quartered anigre veneer Abrasion-resistant 
polycarbonate

Boulder facade Live wood veneer Flat chrome pulls

Formed concrete Live wood planks Stainless steel sheets
mirror finish

Life Stairs: path


