
ECON& 202 – Macroeconomics - Fall 2013  

Instructor Grace Kim Robbings 

Course Websites 

http://bc.instructure.com 

http://saplinglearning.com 

Instructor Email grace.robbings@bellevuecollege.edu 

Instructor Phone 425.564.2370 

Instructor Office A100C on BC Main Campus 

Office Hours 

Mondays 10:30am-12:20pm 

Wednesdays 11:30-12:20pm 

Thursdays 11:30-1:20pm 

Meeting Times ONLINE ONLY 

  

Contact with the Instructor 

The easiest way to reach me with quick questions is by email.  I do my very best to respond to emails within 24 

hours, although I may not respond to emails received on evenings and weekends until the next business day.  Some 

questions are much more easily answered in person, so I am available during office hours listed above.  I will be 

available in person, online and by phone during the office hours listed above.  If you are able to meet with my in 

person on campus, you do not need an appointment to come to office hours.  Please feel free to stop by with any 

questions about the course, or feel free to stop by simply to chat!  

  

Course Information 

Economics provides a useful perspective and set of tools for analyzing and interpreting the world around 

us.  Economics 202, a macroeconomics course, focuses on the economy as a whole and the relationship of 

economies with one another. The course presents major theories of business cycles and economic growth. We will 

examine why the economy fluctuates, how the nation's economic output is measured, what determines the rate of 

unemployment, and what determines the rate of inflation.  Students will examine economic policies aimed at price 

stability and unemployment in an industrialized capitalist nation as well as factors in international trade and 

monetary flows.  We will also look at the factors that determine long-term growth.  With global economic health 

currently in question, this is a great time to study economics.  We will spend considerable time in this class applying 

the concepts we learn to our current (and other historical) economic situations.  

  

Learning Outcomes and Goals:  

After completing this class, students should be able to: 

 Acquire and critique the use of primary source statistics in assessing the health of a macroeconomy. 

http://bc.instructure.com/
http://saplinglearning.com/


 Explain the relationships between economic growth, unemployment, and inflation. 

 Recognize the importance of the Federal Reserve’s regulatory role in money and banking. 

 Evaluate the pros and cons of proposed macroeconomic stabilization policy. 

 Examine factors that influence long-run growth and productivity. 

 Describe how the internationalization of our economy has changed the outcomes and choices of our domestic 

economy. 

 Critically analyze the positive and negative impacts of markets as they relate to social justice and environmental 

issues. 

 Represent and understand economic concepts and outcomes in numerical and graphical form. 

  

Canvas Instructions 

We will be using the online learning management system called Canvas, which can be accessed 

at https://bc.instructure.com .  You should use your BC login and password.  (For example, my login is 

grace.robbings as set by the BC network.)  If you have any problems with accessing your account, you should 

contact the Help Desk.  http://depts.bellevuecollege.edu/helpdesk/students/ 

Canvas is where you can find access to our learning material, video lectures, supplemental readings, online 

discussions, online quizzes, and links to our other online homework.  

  

Required Text and Resources 

  

  

Macroeconomics by Paul Krugman and Robin Wells, 2nd edition 

The textbook we will be using for this course is Macroeconomics by Paul Krugman and Robin Wells (second 

edition).  Please note that we are using the 2nd edition of the book to provide you with more affordable 

options to access the textbook, but you may also use the 3rd edition if you prefer as long as you recognized 

the different numbering of the chapters.  You will be required to purchase access to Sapling Learning for the 

quarter, an online homework system.  You can buy this textbook from the bookstore or even a used copy on 

Amazon.com for around $10 (ISBN: 9780716771616), and pair it with access to Sapling, which can be purchased 

online at www.saplinglearning.com for $24.99 for the quarter.  There are a few copies of the textbook on reserve at 

the library for short-term use.  You have the option to bundle an electronic copy of the textbook with Sapling if you 

are comfortable with reading books online:  

  

Macroeconomics Ebook+Sapling Access Card (ISBN: 9781464137297)  

This option is the Ebook with the access card to the online homework system we will be using.  Please use a coin 

and rub gently when removing the silver strip.  There have been reports that the entire access code can be 

removed if using a key or other sharp metal object.  

  

The Sapling Access Code For Either Micro Or Macro Econ. (ISBN: 9780983385950) 

https://bc.instructure.com/
http://depts.bellevuecollege.edu/helpdesk/students/
http://www.saplinglearning.com/


This option is just the access code for the online homework system, in case you would like to buy a physical copy of 

the book (they are available used at the bookstore or even used from Amazon.com for around $10) or use the copy 

on reserve in the library. 

  

Sapling Instructions 

1. Go to http://saplinglearning.com 

2. If you already have a Sapling Learning account, log in then skip to step 5. 

3. If you have Facebook account, you can use it to quickly create a SaplingLearning account. Click "create account" 

located under the username box, then click "Login with Facebook". The form will auto-fill with information from your 

Facebook account (you may need to log into Facebook in the popup window first). Choose a password, fill in the 

remaining information, accept the site policy agreement, and then click "Create my new account". You can then skip 

to step 5.  

4. Otherwise, click "create account" located under the username box. Supply the requested information and click 

"Create my new account". Check your email (and spam inbox) for a message from Sapling Learning and click on the 

link provided in that email to confirm your account. 

5. Find your course in the expandable list (sorted by subject, term, and instructor) and click the title link. 

6. Select a payment option and when prompted, enter the key for your class:  “robbings” 

  

Once you have registered and enrolled, you can log in at any time to complete or review your homework 

assignments. During sign up - and throughout the term - if you have any technical problems or grading issues, send 

an email to support@saplinglearning.com explaining the issue. The Sapling support team is almost always more 

able (and faster) to resolve issues than your instructor. 

  

Student Responsibilities 

Students are expected to:  

 help in creating a positive learning environment.  

 log into the classroom daily (at least 5 times per week) and keep up to date with all messages and 

announcements.  

 know and meet the deadlines for all assignments and exams.  Please note that no make-up assignments or 

exams are offered!  

 come for extra help before small misunderstandings become major learning gaps.  

 gain access to the internet.  Students should maintain access and cope with any technology problems, including 

viruses, that involve your own machine or software.  

 know BC’s policies on withdrawing and other quarterly commitments 

 complete their own work and be familiar with Student Code of Conduct at Bellevue Community College, 

especially with respect to cheating, stealing, and plagiarizing.  

  

http://saplinglearning.com/
mailto:support@saplinglearning.com


Grading Policy 

The best way to learn economics is by doing, not by memorizing. There will be a variety of homework assignments, 

exams, and activities in which students will demonstrate how they have learned to implement economic reasoning 

and analysis.  Grades will be assigned according to the following grading scale:  

Remember, according to BC: 

A grades indicate outstanding achievement 

B grades indicate high achievement 

C grades indicate satisfactory achievement 

D grades indicate poor achievement 

F grades indicate unsatisfactory achievement 

  

Letter grade % 

A 93-100 

A- 90-92 

B+ 87-89 

B 83-86 

B- 80-82 

C+ 77-79 

C 73-76 

C- 70-72 

D+ 67-69 

D 63-66 

D- 60-62 

F Below 60 

  

Grades will be based on the following weights:  

Sapling Problem Sets 15% 

Assignments 15% 

Online Discussion Board 20% 

Papers 2 x 10 = 20% 



Exams 3 x 10 = 30% 

  

Sapling Problem Sets  

The graded problem sets should be completed individually (although students will have access to their textbooks as 

a resource during these assessments). The graded problem sets have a firm due date.  In other words, Sapling 

assignments must be completed by the due date. The software does not care whether you have an excuse or not. 

These assignments are posted weeks in advance. Do them early to avoid any emergencies preventing your 

completion before the due date.  For each of the graded problem sets, you have an unlimited number of attempts at 

the problem, but each attempt you make reduces your score on that problem by 5%.     

Students begin the quarter with 2 Free Passes for homework assignments.  The top grades will be counted, and the 

two lowest grades will be dropped.  Since the 2 lowest scores are dropped, and since the materials are available 

well in advance, no missing assignments will be made up for any reason, even those that are not the student’s 

“fault”, including computer glitches, illness, travel, burglary, etc.  

  

Assignments 

There will be a number of Assignments throughout the quarter.  These activities are designed for the application of 

economic concepts and theories to real world examples.  These assignments will vary each week and will be 

submitted in Canvas.  You can find links to the assignments under each week, or you can go to the “Assignments” 

tab in the left-hand navigation to see a list of all assignments to date.  

  

Online Discussions 

We will participate in weekly discussion boards administered in Canvas.  Every week the instructor will post one or 

more questions to which you will post your own individual response by Friday of that week.  Your post should be 

reflective and demonstrate your understanding of our course materials.  In addition, you must read all of the posts 

from your classmates and reply to at least two posts from your peers by the following Monday.  Your replies should 

be substantive and add to the conversation by responding to their post, posing further questions for inquiry, or 

correcting false information.  Replies like “I agree” or “Great post” are insufficient replies because they do not 

engage with the original post.  The grading rubric for the online discussions is available in Canvas.   

Whether in the physical classroom or in the virtual classroom, it is important to respect the diverse perspectives, 

experiences, and feelings of others in the classroom.  

  

Papers 

You will write two papers throughout the quarter that explain how the economic concepts of the textbook and class 

can be applied to current events articles.  More information about the papers will be provided on Canvas in the 

weeks leading up to the due dates.  

  

Exams (on Canvas) 

https://bc.instructure.com/courses/892577/assignments


The three exams will be completed in Canvas.  They are comprised of multiple choice and short answer 

questions.  Exam 1 is to be completed by April 29th.  Exam 2 is to be completed by May 27th.  Exam 3 is to be 

completed by June 11th.  

  

Preventing Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty occurring when students use information or material from outside 

sources without properly citing them.  This is grounds for disciplinary action.  It is your responsibility to understand 

plagiarism and its consequences.  Plagiarism occurs if: 

 You do not cite quotations and/or attribute borrowed ideas. 

 You fail to enclose borrowed language in quotation marks. 

 You do not write summaries and paraphrases in your own words and/or do not document your source. 

 You turn in work created by another person. 

 You submit or use your own prior work for a current or past course, or work from one current course in another 

course without express permission from your professors.  This may also be considered academic dishonesty. 

In order to help identify (and therefore hopefully avoid) plagiarism, we will be using a service 

called turnitin.com, which checks your written work against other sources to check for originality.  You can check 

your originality score after you submit your written work in Canvas.  

If it is determined that you have plagiarized or engaged in other forms of academic dishonesty, you will fail the 

assignment and possibly the course, despite points earned through other work. Acts of academic dishonesty are 

reviewed for disciplinary action.  

Please see the following Writing Lab link for more information regarding 

plagiarism:  http://bellevuecollege.edu/writinglab/Plagiarism.html 

  

Out of fairness to all students, no extra credit will be offered unless it is available to all students; i.e. no 

extra credit will be awarded after the quarter has ended.  It is your responsibility as a student to be aware of 

the expectations set forth for this course.  If these expectations of you are unclear, please come and speak 

with me as early as possible. 

  

Resources 

Disability Resource Center 

Students with disabilities who have accommodation needs are required to meet with the Director of Disability 

Support Services (in Room B132) to establish their eligibility for accommodation.  Telephone: (425)564-2498 or TTY 

(425) 564-4110.  In addition, students are encouraged to review their accommodation requirements with each 

instructor during the first week of the quarter.  

  

Writing Lab (Academic Success Center) 

http://bellevuecollege.edu/writinglab/Plagiarism.html


The Bellevue Community College Writing Lab gives students a free place to go for revision of any writing project, 

including class assignments, college applications, resumes, and personal projects.  During 25-minute sessions, 

tutors in the Writing Lab help students individually by identifying weaknesses in a student’s writing and explaining 

how to overcome them.  To arrange an appointment in the writing lab to have your paper checked, please call 425-

564-2200 or stop by D-204.  

  

Math Lab (Academic Success Center) 

Students who are enrolled in a math class can stop by D-207 for help on math related problems.  

  

Academic Tutoring (Academic Success Center) 

Drop-in or individual tutoring may be available for students with a grade of C or below.  Please stop by D-204 to ask 

about eligibility and/or to apply.  

  

MCS – Multicultural Services 

MCS has a very friendly staff who can answer any questions or provide help in a variety of areas.  They can help 

you plan to complete college successfully, help you with financial aid application process, help you select classes, 

connect you with campus resources, help you talk with instructors, connect you with community resources that can 

help you with food, transportation, and temporary housing challenges, and generally support you in overcoming non-

academic and academic challenges.  They are located in the B-building above the bookstore.  

  

TriO 

The TriO program provides extensive academic support, personal assistance, and financial aid guidance for 

students who qualify (first generation college students, low-income students, or students with a documented 

disability).  

  

PROCEDURES AND GUIDELINES OF THE SOCIAL SCIENCE DIVISION 

Spring  2011 

  

Bellevue College’s Affirmation of Inclusion 

BellevueCollege is committed to maintaining an environment in which every member of the campus community feels 

welcome to participate in the life of the college, free from harassment and discrimination. We value our different 

backgrounds at BC, and students, faculty, staff members, and administrators are to treat one another with dignity 

and respect. 

The college’s “Affirmation of Inclusion” is in line with the principle of free speech in a free society: we have the right 

to express unpopular ideas as long as we don’t show disrespect for reasonable people who might believe 

otherwise.  In an online course, you will be expressing ideas through the medium of the course site rather than face 

to face in the classroom.  In that case, these expectations refer to the courtesy with which you communicate with 



one another through e-mails and e-discussions. Part of this respect involves professional behavior towards the 

instructor, colleagues, and the class itself.  

Cheating, Stealing, and Plagiarizing* and Inappropriate Behavior 

Cheating, stealing and plagiarizing (using the ideas or words of another as one’s own without crediting the source) 

and inappropriate/disruptive behavior are violations of the Student Code of Conduct at BellevueCollege.  Examples 

of unacceptable behavior include, but are not limited to: plagiarizing material from the Internet and posting rude or 

personal attacks in discussions.  When you are in doubt about any behavior, please consult your instructor.  In 

addition, you may wish to review the general applicable rules of cyberspace, such as in the Core Rules of 

Netiquette.    The instructor reserves the right to remove posted messages, and downgrade assessments as a result 

of these types of behaviors.   The instructor can refer any violation of the Student Code of Conduct to the Vice 

President of Student Services for possible probation or suspension from Bellevue College.  Specific student rights, 

responsibilities and appeal procedures are listed in the Student Code of Conduct, available in the office of the Vice 

President of Student Services, link to Student Code. 

Incomplete 

If a student fails to complete all the required work for a course, an instructor may assign the grade of Incomplete 

(“I”).  It is the student’s responsibility for maintaining contact and adhering to the agreed-upon actions.  Vista class 

sites, and material, may not be directly accessible after the end of the quarter so it important to make arrangements 

before the quarter ends.  The student must complete the coursework by the end of the next quarter, or receive the 

assigned letter grade (usually an “F”).  There is a standard form that instructors have access to in their instructor’s 

grade briefcase. 

F Grade 

Students who fail a course will receive a letter grade of "F.” 

Final Examination Schedule 

Please refer to the syllabus at the start of the quarter for additional details and contact the instructor directly for any 

clarifications.  A student who is not in compliance with the scheduled format may forfeit the right to make up the 

examination.  If, for illness or some other circumstance beyond the student's control, the student is unable to be in 

compliance with any scheduled examination and has contacted the instructor on a timely basis, the student may be 

permitted to take such examination at a time designated by the instructor. 

Withdrawal From Class 

Academic Year: College policy states that students must formally withdraw from a class by the end of the seventh 

week of the quarter (Registration Office, B125).  If a student has not withdrawn by that date, an appropriate letter 

grade will be assigned for the course. 

Summer Quarter: College policy states that students must formally withdraw from a class by the end of the fifth 

week of the quarter (Registration Office, B125). After the sixth day and through the end of the fifth week of the 

quarter, the “W” grade will become part of the student’s transcript record. 

Check Enrollment Calendar Deadlines, Refunds/Withdrawals, for additional details.  As with most enrollment 

deadlines, it is the student’s responsibility to be aware of these dates and act accordingly. 

Hardship Withdrawal (HW) 

From page 9 of the current course catalog, 2008-2009 online catalog, HW indicates a withdrawal request made 

because of extenuating circumstances after the official withdrawal period is over.  The student must contact the 

instructor to request this withdrawal option, or the faculty member may initiate the contact.  No points are calculated 

http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
http://bellevuecollege.edu/catalog/policies/studentcode.asp
http://bellevuecollege.edu/enrollment/calendar/deadlines/spring09.asp
http://bellevuecollege.edu/catalog


into the grade-point average. Students may also contact the Enrollment Services office BEFORE grades are 

assigned in cases of hardship. 

Students Who Require Disability Accommodations: 

Students with disabilities who have accommodation needs are encouraged to contact the Disability Resource 

Centre (DRC) link to DRC.  The office is located in B132 (telephone 425.564.2498 or TTY 425.564.4110, email 

drc@bellevuecollege.edu).  Students will need to establish their eligibility for accommodation.  The DRC office will 

provide each eligible student with an accommodation letter or contact your online instructor directly by email. 

Students who require accommodation in a course should review the DRC accommodation letter with each instructor 

during the first week of the quarter.  

Distribution of Grades 

Students should access their grades through the BC Web site.  Any returned material should be accessed prior to 

the end of the quarter.   After the end of the quarter, Vista class sites may not be accessible by students.  Individual 

instructors may use non-Vista tools for recording and maintaining the students’ progress.  Questions about grades 

assigned should be initially directed to your instructor. 

Submission and Returning of Papers, Assignments and Assessments: 

Specific guidelines for taking exams and submitting assignments are published in the syllabus.  Please contact 

instructor at the start of the quarter for any clarifications. 

*If you are accused of cheating, stealing exams and/or plagiarism, there is a Bellevue College Student Discipline 

and Appeals Procedure (the right to due process) which you may pursue.  Contact the office of Division Chair 

(D110), the Vice President of Student Services (B231A) or the Associated Student Body (C212) for information 

regarding the appeals process. 


