
Bellevue Community College 
Winter Quarter, 2007 

 
HIST 103 

THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD 
 

TTh, 3:00 – 5:10   
Instructor: Ed Kamai 

Email: ekamai@bcc.ctc.edu 
 

Office hours: By appointment 
 
REQUIRED TEXT 
  

A History of World Societies, 6th ed., (2004) McKay, Hill, Buckler et al. 
 
 There are eleven instructional weeks in Winter Quarter and we will cover twelve 
chapters during the quarter (two during week eleven).  Any material in the text, from the 
online resources at the text website, from lecture, or in-class discussion is fair game on 
the midterm, quizzes and final exam.  This includes illustrations, maps, charts, tables, 
videos, etc.  Material assigned, even if not covered in class, may be tested on the 
midterm, quizzes and final exam. 
 
EXAMAINATIONS (100 pts. each) 
 
 There will be only two exams: the a midterm given during class, Friday, February 
2 and the Final Exam given as scheduled by the College during the week of March 19.  A 
make-up exam will be allowed solely at the instructor’s discretion and only for reasons 
beyond your control.  Forgetting to take the exams, oversleeping, wanting to do 
something else, are not reasons beyond your control and you will not be allowed to take a 
make-up exam.  Any make-up allowed will be different (and harder) than the regular 
exam. 
 
 The exams are cumulative in terms of the material they will cover (i.e. the Final 
Exam will cover material from January 2 to the last day of instruction. 
 
QUIZZES (100 pts. total) 
 
There will be TWO QUIZZES EACH WEEK.  The first will be on Monday of each 
week and will cover the material assigned to be read by that Monday.  The second quiz 
each week will be on one of the remaining days of each week and will not be announced 
in advance.  Each quiz will be worth 5 points (10 points total each week). Each quiz will 
consist of ten multiple-choice and/or True/False questions. There will be no make-ups of 
any of the quizzes for any reason. 
 
 



OUTLINES 
 
You will be required to produce a one-page, handwritten outline of each chapter to be 
handed in on the Monday by which the reading of that chapter is to have been completed.  
That is, you will turn in your outline EACH MONDAY AT THE BEGINNING OF 
CLASS.  You may not turn the outline in late.  Your outlines will be the “tie breaker” in 
case of a borderline grade for the quarter, but will not be assigned a grade. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 

Active participation in classroom discussion by every student is expected.  If you 
don’t speak up I will call on you so you need to come to class prepared to be engaged.  
This means active listening as well as regularly speaking in class. 
 
ATTENDANCE  
 
Taken each day. 
 
 
NO PAPER REQUIRED; NO EXTRA-CREDIT WORK 
 
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
  
Cheating, including turning in the work of another student (such as an outline), will be 
reported to the head of the Social Science Division and, if appropriate, to the Registrar 
for notation on your official transcript. 
 
 
 

 
WEEK 1 European Life in the Age of Nationalism 
1/2 – 1/5 
 
WEEK 2 Africa, West Asia, and Western Imperialism, 1800-1914 
1/8 – 1/12 
 
WEEK 3 Asia in the Era of Western Imperialism, 1800-1914 
1/15 – 1/19 
 
WEEK 4 Nation Building in the Western Hemisphere and Australia 
1/22 – 1/26   
 
WEEK 5 The Great Break: War and Revolution 
1/29 – 2/2 MIDTERM, Friday, February 2. 
 



WEEK 6 Nationalism in Asia, 1914-1939 
2/5 – 2/9 
 
WEEK 7 The Age of Anxiety in the West 
2/12 – 2/16 
 
WEEK 8 Dictatorship and the Second World War 
2/19 – 2/23 
 
WEEK 9 Recovery and Crisis in Europe and the Americas 
2/26 – 3/2 
 
WEEK 10 Asia and Africa in the Contemporary World 
3/5 – 3/9 
 
WEEK 11 Changing Lives in the Developing Countries AND One Small Planet 
3/12 – 3/16  
 
  FINAL EXAM AS SCHEDULED BY THE COLLEGE. 


