
Course Schedule SOC 270 
Sociology of Deviance 

Summer 2008 
Week, Dates and Topics 

Assignments Due Dates: 
Readings Done by Mondays 

Reading Summary-Due Tuesdays Midnight 
E-tvity Posts-Due Thursdays Midnight 

Comments to E-tivities Due- Friday at Midnight  
Reading Quiz- Due Friday at Midnight 

Week One June 23rd 
Defining Deviance: Three Perspectives-

Relativism, Against Relativism and Social Power
Studying Deviance: Investigative Field 

Research, Issues in Large-scale survey projects, 
What constitutes Reliable and Valid Knowledge 

of Social Deviance? 

Readings:  
Part I Defining Deviance Pg 11 
Part III Studying Deviance Pg 109 
(#1) On the Sociology Deviance Pg 17 
(#3) Relativism: Labeling Theory Pg 41 
(#4) Against Relativism: A Harm-Based Conception of 
Deviance Pg 46 
(#5) Social Power: Conflict Theory of Crime Pg 53 
(#13) Survey of Sexual Behavior of Americans Pg 122 
(#14) Researching Dealers and Smugglers Pg 132 

(THIS WEEK ONLY DUE DATES ARE DIFFERENT, 
PLEASE SEE MODULE ONE AND CALENDAR) 

-Post Personal Biography 
-Read Everything on Class Web Site—Specifically Syllabus 

Week TWO June 30th 
Theories of Deviance 

Readings:  
Part II Theories of Deviance Pg. 59 
(#6) Funtionalism: The Normal and The Pathological Pg. 71
(#7) Strain Theory Pg 76 
(#8) Differential Association Pg 87 
(#9) Control Theory Pg 90 
(#10) Feminist Theory Pg 98 
(#11) The Social Constructionist Stance Pg 105 

Week THREE July 7th 
Constructing Deviance: Moral Entrepreneurs: 

Campaigning, Differential Social Power: 
Labeling and Resisting Labeling 

  

Readings:  
Part IV Constructing Deviance Pg 147 
(#15) The Social Construction of Drug Scares Pg 155 
(#18) The Police and the Black Male Pg 184 
(#21) The Saints and the Roughnecks Pg 218 

  
Week FOUR July 14th 

The Deviant Identity: Identity Development, 
Accounts and Stigma Management 

Readings:  
 Part V Deviant Identity Pg 241 
(#23) The Adoption and Managemnet of a "fat" Identity Pg 
251 
(#25) Anorexia Nervosa and Bulimia Pg 273 
(#26) Convicted Rapists' Vocabulary Motive Pg 284 
(#27) The Devil Made me Do It: Use of Neutralization by 
Shop Lifters Pg 300 



(#31) Collective Stigma Management and Shame: Avowal, 
Management and Contestation Pg 353 

Week FIVE July 21st 
The Social Organization 

of Deviance: 
Loners, Subcultures, Countercultures, Gangs, 

Formal Organizations and State-Corporate 
Crime 

Readings:  
Part VI The Social Organization of Deviance Pg 371  
(#32) Self-Injurers Pg. 379 
(#33) Recreational Ectasy Users Pg. 387 
(#34) Real Punks and Pretenders: The Social Organization of 
a Counterculture Pg. 395 
(#35) War Profiteering: Iraq and Haliburtong Pg. 433 

Week SIX July 28th 
Structuring the Deviant Act: The Individual, 

Cooperations, and Conflict 
Deviant Careers: Entering Deviance, Being 

Devianct, Career Stages, and Exiting Deviance
The Relevance of the Sociology of Deviance 

Readings:  
Part VII Structure of the Deviant Act Pg 447 
Part VIII Deviant Careers Pg 509 
Part IX Epilogue Pg 561 
(#41) Sexual Assault on Campus Pp. 485 
(#43) Deciding to Commit Burgulary 
(#47) The Relevance of The Sociology of Deviance 

  
Week SEVEN August 4th 

The End 
Final Essay Due by Wednesday August 6th at Midnight 

  

    
 


