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I would like to express my deep gratitude for your support of the Bellevue College 
(BC) Foundation this past year. Your investment supporting BC is powerful because  
it has a direct impact. You provide funding for student scholarships, curriculum  
development and innovative technology in the classroom. 
 
Your support made it possible for us to have one of our most impactful years to date.  
Thanks to our partners like you, we awarded $364,000 in scholarships—$87,300 more 
than last year! This is just one of the accomplishments highlighted in this report—all 
made possible by you. 

 
Through your gift, you not only contribute to the vitality of the BC campus, but you also bolster the overall  
vitality of our community. Graduates from BC are our community’s engineers, teachers, nurses, designers,  
computer programmers, business managers and so much more. Thank you for providing them with the skills  
to be competitive in the workforce and part of a community that celebrates their achievements. 

Sincerely,

 
Jim R. Chesemore
BC Foundation President 

THANK YOU



Most international students  

do not even realize scholarships  

are available to them, so it was a 

great relief when I received one.   

My whole extended family has 

helped contribute to the cost of  

my education here in the U.S.; every 

little bit of financial support makes 

it less of a burden on them.”



Natalie Murumbi is an international student from Zimbabwe. She received  
her Associate in Business Degree in Spring 2019 through the transfer program 
at BC.

“Coming to the U.S. to study is a difficult and challenging endeavor, such as visa 
hurdles and being so far away from friends and family in a new country, and 
learning about a new culture. The added stress and pressures of paying for 
college can be daunting, to say the least.”  

Natalie believes that her advisors at BC also were integral to her success, from 
the first time she met with an advisor who listened and helped her navigate  
the process, to their last meeting. She knows that her advisor deeply cares 
about her success.

We checked in with Natalie this summer and she has been accepted to Seattle 
University where she will pursue her Bachelor of Arts in Accounting and work 
to fulfill her dream job of becoming a certified public accountant (CPA).  

Because of the generosity 
of our donors, the  
BC Foundation awarded 
$364,000 in scholarships 
to 175 students last year. 
More than 40% of all  
students at BC received 
some sort of financial  
aid last year. Our students  
and their families continue  
to count on donors like 
you to make higher 
education an attainable 
dream.

Natalie Murumbi
OUR FUTURE CPA



ASN gave me useful strategies  

to problem-solve when I ran  

into a roadblock with a class  

or professor and helped me  

identify my strengths and  

weaknesses. BC had a more  

professional atmosphere than  

where I’d studied before and  

the classes were at a higher  

level, but at the same time  

there was a lot of support too.  

It was a great mix.” 



Erik Uri 
FULFILLING HIS DREAMS AS A SOFTWARE ENGINEER

Erik Uri received his Bachelor of Science in Computer Science in Spring 2018 
from Bellevue College. BC is the only college in the Washington State  
Community and Technical College system to offer a Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Science. Erik credits the faculty in the college’s computer science 
program, as well as staff in BC’s ASN program, for helping him attain his  
dream job as a software engineer shortly after graduation.

The ASN program, now called Neurodiversity Navigators, offers individualized 
advocacy and access services, as well as educational opportunities for autistic 
students. BC’s ASN program started with seed funding from a BC Foundation 
Mini-Grant. ASN is nationally recognized and ranked 25th in the nation by  
CollegeChoice.net.

The median annual 
wage for computer and 
information technology 
occupations was $86,320 
in May 2018, which was 
higher than the median 
annual wage for all  
occupations of $38,640.

U.S. BUREAU OF  
LABOR STATISTICS 

$38,640
	 MEDIAN WAGE
	 ALL OCCUPATIONS

$86,320
	 MEDIAN WAGE
	 IT  OCCUPATIONS



I wanted to keep learning and  

conditioning myself so that when  

I could afford to go to school,  

I could just jump right in.   

Finally, I looked into  

community colleges and  

found a perfect match,  

Bellevue College.  

BC has great science  

labs, student resources,  

and the tuition is  

one-half of what the  

university’s was.”
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Stephanie Torres is in the transfer degree program at BC and plans to continue  
her education at the University of Washington, where she will pursue her 
bachelor’s degree in Biochemistry. She will then pursue a master’s degree in 
Veterinary Medicine at Washington State University. Stephanie’s career goal is 
to become a veterinary doctor of exotic animals.

Stephanie credits much of her success at BC to receiving the Costco Student  
of Diversity Scholarship through the BC Foundation, which allowed her to  
focus more on her studies. Receiving this scholarship helped reduce her  
financial need and remove a barrier to her success. Stephanie has also utilized 
many student resources at BC, such as TRiO and the Academic Success Center. 
With help from the scholarship and these programs, Stephanie has been  
able to maintain high grades and exceed her initial expectations and goals.  
Stephanie feels strongly that a key to success is to have clear goals and a plan 
for achieving them—and BC fit perfectly into her plans. 

More students like 
Stephanie are choosing 
to obtain their associate 
transfer degree at  
Bellevue College because 
their tuition rates are  
51% less than the national 
average public four-year 
tuition of $7,056. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF  
EDUCATION’S 2017–2018  
AND 2016–2017 IPEDS  
SURVEY RESPONSE

Stephanie Torres
BECOMING A VETERINARIAN



Through the Running Start program,  

I had the incredible opportunity to take  

Astronomy in the planetarium at BC, which 

only fortified my passion for the subject.  

This scholarship gave me more academic  

confidence and knowing that I have been  

given this scholarship has encouraged me  

to finalize my post-high school plans at BC.“



Brenna Bruce was in the Running Start program at BC as a high school student 
and is currently pursuing her Associate in Arts & Sciences Degree with an  
anticipated graduation in 2020.

BC Foundation awarded Brenna the Biella Foundation Scholarship. Receiving 
this scholarship has allowed Brenna to focus more on her studies and reduce  
her worries about paying for college. She now has more confidence and this 
financial support has helped her finalize plans for her academic future.

Brenna’s dream is to work as a science communicator for NASA. Whether it is 
teaching, writing or working in the media, she wants to help make the public 
more scientifically literate and inspire a new generation of scientific thinkers.

 Running Start allows  
11th and 12th graders 
to take college courses 
tuition free, while earning 
their high school diploma.  
Students are still  
responsible for fees, 
books and transportation.   
Your support of the  
BC Foundation can help 
a Running Start student 
accelerate their progress 
through the education 
system.

Brenna Bruce
HAS HER EYES SET ON NASA

$3,240
	 National average cost for
	 fees, books + transportation

	 2018–19 College Board estimate 



In August 2018, the Bellevue College community and local leaders celebrated the groundbreaking 

of the new Student Success Center. Slated for completion in early 2020, the project will create an 

integrated and seamless service experience for students by housing multiple support programs  

in one state-of-the-art facility. It will be prominently located at the main entrance to the college,  

making it easy for new students, and visitors, to get more information about the institution.

DEDICATED TO
STUDENT SUCCESS



YO
U

 M
A

K
E 

IT
 P

O
SS

IB
LEYour Dollars at Work

•	 Our donors gave $2,197,306 in support of  
	 BC students and programs last year

•	 Awarded 24% more for scholarships  
	 than the previous year

•	 Provided funding for innovative programming  
	 and equipment impacting 20,132 students

Serving the Community

•	 Largest open access institution of higher education  
	 in Washington, serving nearly 30,000 students 

•	 BC employs 1,548 faculty and staff members

•	 We welcome students from across the Puget Sound  
	 region and from more than 60 countries

Why Bellevue College?

•	 81% of all enrollments are in programs leading  
	 to a degree or certificate

•	 86% of graduates are employed within 24 months  
	 of leaving BC

•	 Nationally ranked 20th in Best Community & Career  
	 College by Salary Potential in PayScale.com’s College 	
	 Salary Report 2018–19
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86%

YOUR DONATION SUPPORTS
INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS

IMPACTING 
20,132 STUDENTS



ANGOLA
BANGLADESH
BELARUS
BELGIUM
BRAZIL
BURKINA FASO
BURMA
CAMEROON
CANADA
CHINA
COLOMBIA
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO
ECUADOR
FRANCE
REPUBLIC OF THE GAMBIA
GERMANY
HAITI
HONDURAS
HONG KONG
INDIA

INDONESIA
IRAN
ISRAEL
ITALY
JAPAN
KAZAKHSTAN
SOUTH KOREA
KYRGYZSTAN
LEBANON
LIBYA
LITHUANIA
MACAU
MALAYSIA
MEXICO
MONGOLIA
MOROCCO
NEPAL
NICARAGUA
NIGERIA
PAKISTAN

PANAMA
PORTUGAL
RUSSIA
SAUDI ARABIA
SINGAPORE
SOUTH AFRICA
TAIWAN
TANZANIA
THAILAND
TOGO
TURKEY
TURKMENISTAN
UGANDA
UKRAINE
UNITED KINGDOM
VENEZUELA
VIETNAM
ZIMBABWE



THANK YOU  2018–19 ANNUAL DONORS

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE 
We would like to extend a  
heartfelt thank you to our  
President’s Circle donors.  
There are many organizations  
that need your support and  
we are honored that you have 
chosen to invest in Bellevue  
College and in making quality  
higher education accessible.

SCHOLARS ($25,000+)
Carl and Kate Atienza
Kenny Carlson and  
  Thomas Nielsen
Al and Linda Courter
Berthe and Stanley Habib
Laurence Herron and Harlow Sires
Debbie Killinger
Robin and David Nelson
Robert and Jean Reid  
  Family Foundation
Stan and Michele Rosen
Rama and Belur Shivashankara

AMBASSADORS  
($10,000–24,999)
Biella Foundation
Kemper and Betty Freeman
Cathy and David Habib
Daniel and Clare LaFond
Keith Mickle and Michelle Keith
Parent Advisory Committee

VISIONARIES ($5,000–9,999)
Suzanne Beltz Ph.D.
Fred and Joan Burnstead  
Complexe Scolaire  
  Bellevue College 
Pete and Dana Gray
Gerald Harkleroad
Dale Hoffman
Steve Miller and Pam Cowan
Jose ‘Skip’ Sampelayo
James and Jan Sinegal
Jerry and Mary Weber
Sally Anne West

BENEFACTORS ($2,500–4,999)
Drs. Carlos and Gayle Barge
Barbara Bendrick
Estate of J. Thomas Bernard
Lisa Brock and Craig Mills
Pedro and Laura Celis
Jim and Cindy Chesemore
Greg and Cheryl Dietzel
Linda and Terry Finn
Cheryl Gunderson
Merisa and Daniel Heu-Weller
Dale and Nancy King
Suchada and Brian MacDonald
Cima Malek-Aslani and  
  Walter Schacht
Steven and Keri Marino
Diane and Roger Mauldin
Craig and Joan Wrench

STEWARDS ($1,000–2,499)
American Association of University  
  Women, Issaquah Branch
Martha Barkman
Shiv and Kamlesh Batra
Bonnie Berry and  
  Gregory Cooledge
Jeffrey and Charu Bogdan
Drucilla Briggs
Ginevira Casa Smith
Rebecca Chawgo
Lisa Chin
Jim and Diane Coughlin
Carolee Danz
Jeremy and Joleen Eggers
Kevin and Colleen Flanigan
Rosella Flanigan
Mareth Flores de Francis and  
  Jayson Francis
Tsuchino and Michael Forrester
Foseen Foundation
Leah Francis
Rich and Jen Fukutaki
Josh Gaul
Jonathan Geyer
Angela and Damon Graves
Diana Hagen
Katherine Hall
Kazuto Hatakeyama
Leslie Heizer Newquist and  
  Chuck Newquist
David and Donna* Henline
Alan and Marianne Heywood

Molly M. Hill
John Hotta
Michael Humphries and  
  Judith Lee Ralston
Ross Hunter
Consulate General of Japan
Ciarelle Jimenez
Cindy Johnson
Ric and Sue Johnson
Tom and Marsha Kauzlarich
Chad and Tracy Kincaid
Jatinder Kohli
Maria Kyriakos
Alexander Lee
Albert and Joanne Lewis
Yan Liu
Matthew and Gretchen Loschen
USMC Support Group
Natalie Martinez
David B. Murdock
Irene and Kelley Nakano
Michael Nassirian
Margaret Nielsen
Terri Olson Miller and Tom Miller
Ingrid Peterson
Andy Pletz
Bill Pollard
Leslie Rosen
Miriam Rosen and  
  Nathan Goldberg
Joel Shalaby
Donna and Shannon Stafford
Cynthia Starr



Mary Ellen Stewart
Meghana Subramanian
Catherine Tamaro
Tateuchi Foundation
Carol and Mark Taylor
Temcov Foundation
Anne Thai
Jeffrey Tomlinso
Eric and Samantha Vonderscheer
Jill A. Wakefield
Kevin Wallace
Mary Kay Wegner*
Cynthia Whiteside
Mark Yoshino
Dwain and Janice Zahn
  	  
* Deceased

CORPORATE PARTNERS
The BC Foundation is proud to  
partner with businesses in our  
community that believe in the  
power of providing quality,  
innovative and flexible education  
to anyone who dreams of  
achieving it.

EXCEPTIONAL ($25,000+)
Costco Wholesale
Microsoft
United Way of King County
 
SIGNATURE ($10,000–24,999)
BECU
Bloodworks Northwest
Inspirus Credit Union
Puget Sound Energy Foundation
Smith Bunday Berman Britton, P.S.
Sterling Realty Organization
Swedish Medical Center
Virginia Mason Medical Center
	
PREMIER ($5,000–9,999)
Burnstead Construction
Columbia Pacific Wealth  
  Management
Coughlin Porter Lundeen
Friends of Hoop Seattle
GLY Construction
HomeStreet Bank
Innovative Solutions

Investco Financial Corporation
Kaiser Permanente
Luso-American Development  
  Foundation
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
Overlake Medical Center
Parker, Smith & Feek, Inc.
Red Lion Hotel Bellevue
Rosen Harbottle Commercial  
  Real Estate
Seattle Cancer Care Alliance
Talon Private Capital
US Bank Foundation
Washington Holdings
	
BULLDOGS ($2,500–4,999)
DCI Engineers
Honda Auto Center of Bellevue
Howard S. Wright, a Balfour  
  Beatty Company
Peterson Sullivan, LLP
Premera Blue Cross
Sebris Busto James
SPT – Sports Physical Therapy –  
  Bellevue
Umpqua Bank
Workpointe, Inc.

A full list of annual donors  
can be found online.

Every effort is made to ensure the  
accuracy of this list. If your listing is  
incorrect, please accept our apologies 
and call us at 425-564-2776 so that we 
may correct it for future lists.



THANK YOU
The BC Foundation is proud to 
partner with 91.3 KBCS, public radio 
supported in part by BC, grants and 
generous donors. Broadcasting 
from the BC campus, KBCS produces 
and airs diverse programming that 
speaks directly to our community. 

$10,000+ 
Shel Kaphan
King County
Raynier Foundation
Wyncote Foundation NW

$5,000–9,999
4Culture
Ralph and Christine Eakins           

$2,500–4,999 
Matthew and Meggen Chadsey
Raman Chandrasekar and  
  Kady Janney
City of Kent
Meany Center for the  
  Performing Arts
Gerald N. Morain
Elaine Nonneman
Mary Pigott
Marjorie and Gary Prince
Seattle Theatre Group

        

$1,000–2,499
Susan and Aaron Aragaki
Lee Baugh
David and Barbara Boss
Dina Burstein and Robby Stern
Annemarie Dooley
Hannah and Michael Ducey
Diane Exeriede
Federal Way Performing Arts and  
  Events Center
Julie Friedman
John Goodfellow
Claudia A. Gowan
Robert Greco
Willoughby Greenwood
David and Patrice Griffith
Nancy Guinn
Duncan Haas and Birgit Walbaum
Ken Hill
Dana Hufford
James Kirol
D’vorah Kost
Royal Little Family Foundation
Edmund and Laura Littlefield
Low Income Housing Institute
Marjorie Mazie
Alyson McGregor
MMS Giving Foundation
Tamra Myers
Leslie Novick
Mark Olsoe
Rodrigo Ortiz
Jamie Osborne

Mark Patterson
Rosalie Ramsden
Caroline Rhoads
Seattle Repertory Theatre
Donna and Riley Shirey
Rick Springer
Kathleen Sullivan
Mohammed R. Vahmami
Tom Walsh
Janet Winans
Woodland Park Zoo
Becky Woodworth
Sven Zethelius

Every effort is made to ensure the  
accuracy of this list. If your listing is  
incorrect, please accept our apologies 
and call us at 425-564-6162 so that we 
may correct it for future lists.



2019–20 Board of Directors  
 

PRESIDENT
Jim R. Chesemore, Parker, Smith & Feek

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Lisa M. Brock, Overlake Hospital Medical Center

SECRETARY
Ciarelle T. Jimenez, Bellevue College

TREASURER	
Chad R. Kincaid, Parker, Smith & Feek

DIRECTORS
Courtney Courter, Honda Auto Center of Bellevue
Angela R. Graves, Kaiser Permanente
Dana Gray, BECU
Cheryl A. Gunderson, HomeStreet Bank
Justin C. Hendrickson, Washington Federal 
Zahra Hirani, The Boeing Company
Cindy A. Johnson, Community Volunteer
Dale W. King, GLY Construction, Inc. (ret.)
Maria Kyriakos, Leadership Assist, LLC
Cima Malek-Aslani, Schacht Aslani Architects
Roger Mauldin, The Boeing Company (ret.)
Thomas Nielsen, Bellevue College (ret.)
Andy Pletz, Umpqua Bank
Stanley G. Rosen, Rosen Harbottle Commercial Real Estate
Carol M. Taylor, Kaiser Permanente (ret.)
Eric P. Vonderscheer, GLY Construction, Inc.

EX OFFICIO
Dr. Jerry Weber, President, Bellevue College
Dr. Gayle Colston Barge, Vice President, Bellevue College Institutional Advancement
Rebecca Chawgo, Executive Director, Bellevue College Foundation

2019
OCTOBER 7–11  
Homecoming Week
OCTOBER 10  
Athletics Hall of Fame
OCTOBER 30  
Donor & Scholar Reception 

2020
MARCH 27  
Scholarship Application Read Day
MARCH 30  
Golf Tournament 
APRIL 22  
BC Foundation Breakfast
JUNE 19 
Commencement

SAVE
— THE —

DATE

Get in touch
STAY IN TOUCH
425-564-2386
foundation@bellevuecollege.edu
bellevuecollege.edu/foundation

mailto:foundation%40bellevuecollege.edu?subject=
http://bellevuecollege.edu/foundation





