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David’s journey is unique and yet the source of his success is not. Every year, students from  

all walks of life come to Bellevue College with aspirations of doing more for themselves and  

for their communities. Some come with an array of resources at their fingertips but many  

lean on our community to ensure their success. The BC community has helped David, and in turn,  

as a nurse he will help countless others.
 

 

There are so many  
who have helped me,  

I’m eager to start  
paying it back. 

 

Jialiang Wang (David)
EXPECTED CLASS OF 2021 



In a year like 2020, numbers have often brought evidence of the challenges we all have 
faced. A global pandemic, economic upheaval, social unrest, and destruction from forest 
fires have made this year perhaps the most challenging one for our community, and for 
Bellevue College students to thrive. 

And yet, you wouldn’t necessarily know it based on these numbers. That’s because  
239 students received their Bachelor’s degree from BC in 2020. A second number also 
points to success. More than 1,900 students earned their associate degrees in 2020.  
These numbers are evidence of the intelligence, grit, and dedication of students at BC, 
and the community around them.

To my fellow Bellevue College community members, thank you! Thank you for your incredible support and generosity 
during a year in which so many of us are scrambling to support our own personal needs. In a year when students 
needed you most, you all stepped up to ensure that they had what they needed. Thank you!

Two more numbers. 172 and 368,000. You created 172 scholarships giving out more than $368,000 last school year,  
an increase from last year’s record-breaking numbers. In a year full of challenge, you have done more for students 
than any time in the past.

On behalf of the Bellevue College Foundation, thank you!

Sincerely,

 
Jim R. Chesemore
BC Foundation President 

NUMBERS CAN SAY A LOT



What a challenging year it has  

been where resources and support 

have meant so much, especially 

with COVID-19. I am looking  

forward to a gratifying and  

successful academic year.  

This year I will graduate, as a 

first-generation college student 

with an Alcohol and Drug  

Counselor Certificate from  

Bellevue College. Over this period  

of two years, I have come from 

being virtually homeless to an 

employable, confident contributor 

to society.”



Kevin Allen is taking his life experience and turning it into a source for motivation  
and strength to help others. Kevin is in his second year at BC and plans to receive his 
Alcohol and Drug Counseling Certificate this Spring.

 Through the school of hard knocks—trying to figure how to enter college, develop   
 credit, and maintain a home—I became homeless, substance dependent and  
 incarcerated, but have since overcome these sidetracks. As an alternative to my  
 lifestyle and many blessings, I was advised to go to Kathy Colasurdo, Multi-Cultural  
 Center Counselor at Bellevue College, to learn how to go to college and select my  
 area of study. For this, I am eternally grateful.

His experiences at BC have served as opportunities to enhance his scholastic and  
social skills. Travelling to the East Coast, and attending an educational completion 
conference, have been some of the unique experiences that Kevin has enjoyed at BC. 
These experiences were made possible through the support received from donors. 
Kevin is already giving back, by spending time volunteering with the Therapeutic 
Health Services, where he works as a substance abuse trainee. Kevin gives presentations 
to families and individuals on resources for those dealing with substance abuse issues.

 College offers me, as a first-generation minority student, the opportunity to access   
 my chosen career. This enables me to not only be of service, but to earn a livable  
 salary while serving to overcome my dependence on long term Social Security  
 Disability. With my history of overcoming homelessness and comorbidity, which  
 includes Substance Use Disorder, I have exclusive experience which has value in  
 providing hope to others.

Because of the generosity  
of our donors, the Bellevue  
College Foundation 
awarded over $368,000  
in scholarships to  
172 students last year, 
including 61 first-  
generation college 
students. Additionally, 
another 11,421 students 
were directly supported 
through grants awarded 
by the BC Foundation 
from private support 
and $70,044 in athletic, 
childcare, and emergency 
need scholarships were 
awarded.

Kevin Allen
FROM SCHOOL OF HARD KNOCKS TO BC



My dream of achieving a college 

education comes with financial 

planning and sacrifice for me  

and my family and every cent  

of this scholarship will help me  

to continue my education.  

I hope that through hard work, 

dedication, and a keen sense  

of personal and financial  

responsibility that I can not only 

complete my degree program  

at Bellevue College but then  

make the step of transferring to  

a local university.”



Stefhany Alves Ferreira 
HER PURPOSE IN LIFE IS TO HELP OTHERS

Stefhany Alves Ferreira is attending BC so she can make the world a better 
place. Stefhany plans on making her impact by becoming a doctor and is 
taking the first steps here at Bellevue College pursuing her Associate degree. 

 Being the first one in my family to leave Brazil to work toward completing  
 a college education is significant to me and my family, and makes me want  
 to work hard to accomplish these goals.

 I am happy and proud that I took the steps to further my education at  
 Bellevue College—this institution has allowed me not only to follow my   
 dreams but to be part of a great community that focuses on student equity,   
 inclusion, and diversity.”

 I always felt that my purpose in life was to help others, I am fortunate that  
 I get to learn more about other cultures and that I am capable of working  
 towards a degree that will help me accomplish my goals. I am so grateful  
 for the scholarship awarded to me through generous contributions to the   
 Bellevue College Foundation—and its tremendous impact on my future.

Facts about our  
scholarship recipients  
last year…

• 113 of our recipient 
 were BIPOC (Black, 
 Indigenous, and other 
 people of color) 

• 94 were Transfer  
 students 

• 62 were vocational- 
 technical students 

• There were 61 first-  
 generation college  
 students

Over 66% of all Bellevue College students graduate  
from BC or transfer to another school 

63% of students are in courses that will lead to a degree  
or certificate. 

Over 90% of all transfer students from BC go on to 
receive at least a Bachelor’s degree. 



THANK YOU 2019–20 ANNUAL DONORS

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE 
We would like to extend a  
heartfelt thank you to our  
President’s Circle donors.  
There are many organizations  
that need your support and  
we are honored that you have 
chosen to invest in Bellevue  
College and in making quality  
higher education accessible.

SCHOLARS ($25,000+)
Debbie Killinger
Estate of Joseph Papineau
Robert and Jean Reid  
 Family Foundation
Estate of Norman G. Stromer
 

AMBASSADORS  
($10,000–24,999)
Cathy and David Habib
Laurence Herron and Harlow Sires
Daniel and Clare LaFond
Parent Advisory Committee
Stan and Michele Rosen
 

VISIONARIES ($5,000–9,999)
Complexe Scolaire  
 Bellevue College
Craig and Whitney DeVine
Peter and Dana Gray
Dale Hoffman
Steve Miller and Pam Cowan

Thomas Nielsen and  
 Kenny Carlson
Jim and Jan Sinegal
Brad Smith and Kathy  
 Surace-Smith
Sandie Zieve
 

BENEFACTORS ($2,500–4,999)
Estate of J. Thomas Bernard
Jeffrey and Charu Bogdan
Fred and Joan Burnstead
Greg and Cheryl Dietzel
Zahra Hirani
Dale and Nancy King
Suchada and Brian MacDonald
Robert Chin Foundation
 

STEWARDS ($1,000–2,499)
Becky Andrews
Drs. Carlos and Gayle Barge
Martha Barkman
Bonnie Berry and  
 Gregory Cooledge
Ken Blancaflor
Lisa Brock and Craig Mills
Jim and Cindy Chesemore
Marco Cooper
Al and Linda Courter
Courtney and Jason Courter
Carolee Danz
Tsuchino and Michael Forrester
Richard and Jennifer Fukutaki

Bill Grassie
Angela and Damon Graves
Cheryl Gunderson
Berthe and Stanley Habib
Diana Hagen
Katherine Hall and Dean Smith
In Memory of Jim Harryman  
Kazuto Hatakeyama
Justin and Catherine Hendrickson
John Hotta
Ross Hunter
Ciarelle Jimenez
Cindy Johnson
Kristen Jones
Martha Jones
Chad and Tracy Kincaid
Maria Kyriakos
Alexander Lee
Albert and Joanne Lewis
Matthew and Gretchen Loschen
Cima Malek-Aslani and  
 Walter Schacht
Diane and Roger Mauldin
Brian and Karen McManus
Huseyin Mete
Margaret Nielsen
Sue and Terry Nightingale
Terri Olson Miller and Tom Miller
Andy Pletz
Ernest Hood and Lisa Rosenblatt
Zach Snyder
Mary Ellen Stewart

Jason Sun
Catherine Tamaro and  
 Steven Arterberry
Carol and Mark Taylor
Eric and Samantha Vonderscheer
Cynthia and Brian Whiteside
Stuart and Wendy Wolf
    
* Deceased



CORPORATE PARTNERS
The BC Foundation is proud to  
partner with businesses in our  
community that believe in the  
power of providing quality,  
innovative, and flexible education  
to anyone who dreams of  
achieving it.

EXCEPTIONAL ($25,000+)
City of Bellevue
Symetra
United Way of King County
 

SIGNATURE ($10,000–24,999)
BECU
Glendale Country Club
RealNetworks Foundation
Smith Bunday Berman Britton, P.S.
Swedish Cancer Institute
Virginia Mason Medical Center
 

PREMIER ($5,000–9,999)
Anonymous
Columbia Pacific Wealth  
 Management
GLY Construction
Innovative Solutions
Inspirus Credit Union
Investco Financial Corporation
Kaiser Permanente (Bellevue)
Microsoft
Overlake Medical Center

Parker Smith & Feek, Inc.
Providence Regional Cancer  
 Partnership
Puget Sound Energy Foundation
Rosen Harbottle Commercial  
 Real Estate
Seattle Cancer Care Alliance
Talon Private Capital
US Bank Foundation
 

BULLDOGS ($2,500–4,999)
Allied Universal
BCAHE
Burnstead Construction
Coughlin Porter Lundeen
Howard S. Wright, a Balfour  
 Beatty Company
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
Sebris Busto James
US Bank

A full list of annual donors  
can be found online.

Every effort is made to ensure the  
accuracy of this list. If your listing is  
incorrect, please accept our apologies 
and call us at 425-564-2776 so that we 
may correct it for future lists.

Bellevue College  
is the largest  

open enrollment  
institution in  

Washington State



THANK YOU
The BC Foundation is proud to 
partner with 91.3 KBCS, public radio 
supported in part by BC, grants and 
generous donors. Broadcasting 
from the BC campus, KBCS produces 
and airs diverse programming that 
speaks directly to our community. 

$10,000+ 
The Kaphan Foundation
The Seattle Foundation
 

$5,000–9,999
BECU
City of Bellevue
City of Kent
Christopher Conly and  
 Pat Naughton
Dimitriou’s Jazz Alley
Ralph and Christine Eakins
Seattle Theatre Group
 

$2,500–4,999 
Matthew and Meggen Chadsey
Lynda’s Fund
Mary Pigott
Sven Zethelius
 

$1,000–2,499
AFS-USA
Ian Allen
Lee Baugh
Ragna Blanco

David and Barbara Boss
Robert Stern and Dina Burstein
City of Bellevue Arts Program
Annemarie Dooley
Hannah and Michael Ducey
Bob Evans and Steve Davis
Wendell Fleet* and  
 Caroline Rhoads  
Hugh and Jayn Foy
Alden Garrett and Charles Eriksen
John Goodfellow
Robert Greco
Willoughby Greenwood
David and Patrice Griffith
Duncan Haas and Birgit Walbaum
Sheila Harrington and  
 Brendan Boyle
Richard Hartgrove
Charles Joy
Tom Kolouch
Louise Lansberry
Victor Martino
Alyson McGregor
Meany Center for the  
 Performing Arts
Mark Miller and Susan Samuelson
Kim and Stephan Miller
Elaine Nonneman
Shawn and Leslie Novick
Rodger P. Ogren
Estate of Lisa T. Painter
Barbara L. Peterson
Rosalie A. Ramsden

Harvey Sadis and Harriett Cody
Maggie Smith
Stephanie Smith
Kathleen Sullivan
Marla Vandewater
Janet Winans
    
* Deceased

Every effort is made to ensure the  
accuracy of this list. If your listing is  
incorrect, please accept our apologies 
and call us at 425-564-6162 so that we 
may correct it for future lists.



2019–20 Board of Directors  
 

PRESIDENT
Jim R. Chesemore, Parker, Smith & Feek

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Lisa M. Brock, Overlake Hospital Medical Center

SECRETARY
Ciarelle T. Jimenez, Bellevue College

TREASURER 
Chad R. Kincaid, Parker, Smith & Feek

DIRECTORS
Courtney Courter, Honda Auto Center of Bellevue
Angela R. Graves, Aegis Living 
Dana Gray, BECU
Cheryl A. Gunderson, HomeStreet Bank
Justin C. Hendrickson, Washington Federal 
Zahra Hirani, The Boeing Company
Cindy A. Johnson, Community Volunteer
Dale W. King, GLY Construction, Inc. (ret.)
Maria Kyriakos, Leadership Assist, LLC
Cima Malek-Aslani, Schacht Aslani Architects  
Roger Mauldin, The Boeing Company (ret.)
Thomas Nielsen, Bellevue College (ret.)
Schwind Orr, Pioneer Human Services  
Andy Pletz, Umpqua Bank
Stanley G. Rosen, Rosen Harbottle Commercial Real Estate
Cisco Smith, Inspirus  
Carol M. Taylor, Kaiser Permanente (ret.)
Eric P. Vonderscheer, GLY Construction, Inc.

Get in touch
STAY IN TOUCH
425-564-2386
foundation@bellevuecollege.edu
bellevuecollege.edu/foundation

EX OFFICIO
Rebecca Chawgo 
Executive Director, Bellevue College Foundation
Gary Locke 
Interim President, Bellevue College

mailto:foundation%40bellevuecollege.edu?subject=
http://bellevuecollege.edu/foundation



