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Scholarship Websites

Bellevue College Scholarships:
There are over 150 scholarships awarded specifically to Bellevue College students each year by the Bellevue College Foundation. In 2019 nearly 50% of students who applied received a scholarship.  Applications are available January 2021 and due during Winter quarter.  https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/foundation/
Scholarship Search Engines: 
Regional Scholarship Search Database
	Scholarships for students in the State of Washington
	An on-line guide to scholarships for college students in the state of Washington.  Registering with this database is a must do!  www.thewashboard.org


	College Planning Network
	Scholarships Administered by College Plan:

http://www.collegeplan.org/cpnow/pnwguide/guideupdates.htm



National Scholarship Search Databases
· www.fastweb.com
· http://apps.collegeboard.com/cbsearch_ss/welcome.jsp
· www.thewashboard.org
· http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/majors.phtml
· https://www.chegg.com/scholarships 
· https://www.scholarships.com/
University Specific Scholarship Websites (for transfer students):
The University of Washington Scholarship Website

https://www.washington.edu/financialaid/types-of-aid/scholarships/undergraduate-scholarships/
Washington State University Scholarships
https://financialaid.wsu.edu/scholarships/
Central Washington University Scholarships

https://www.cwu.edu/international-programs/financial-aid-scholarships
Western Washington University Scholarships

http://www.finaid.wwu.edu/scholarships/
Eastern Washington University Scholarships

https://www.ewu.edu/apply/financial-aid-scholarships-office/types-of-financial-aid/scholarships/
Seattle University Scholarships

https://www.seattleu.edu/undergraduate-admissions/finances/scholarships/
Seattle Pacific University Scholarships

https://spu.edu/student-financial-services
Many scholarships can be found by doing a Google Search with specific terms such as “Scholarships for Hispanic Students" or “Scholarships for Nursing Students”
NEVER PAY MONEY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH. THESE TYPES OF OFFERS ARE A SCAM
Scholarship Essays/Personal Statements

The personal statement is probably the most difficult and time consuming part of the scholarship application process.  It is also one of the most important parts of your application.  As a result, you need to give yourself enough time to write your personal statement.  Start early. You should not write a personal statement in a couple of hours; usually, you need to work on your personal statement for at least a week or more. 
Scholarship committees read much scholarship essay/personal statements, so you want yours to stand out from others in the application pool. The following guidelines are designed to help you accomplish this. 
Each scholarship will request different information but generally there are 5 different areas or topics that are used for scholarship essays.  They are:

1. Your Career Aspirations

2. Your Greatest Achievement

3. A Person You Admire

4. Solving a Pressing Issue

5. Growth Experiences

6. A Personal Biography (Personal Statement)

1. Your Career Aspirations.  For this essay you will want to include the following information:
· Why you have chosen this career, what is your motivation, what triggered your interest in this field

· How you will reach your career goals 

· Steps you have already taken to pursue this career

· How you have the potential to excel in this field, skills you have already begun to develop that will help you be successful

2. Your Greatest Achievement.  Not only will you write about your achievement but you should include information about why you did what you did and the impact it had on your life.

3. A Person You Admire. This essay is actually about you, not the actual person you are writing about.  This topic allows the reader to understand the qualities and characteristics you value most.

4. Solve a Pressing Issue.  Writing about something you care about makes it much easier to complete this type of essay. 

5. Growth Experiences.  In this essay you write about an event that has had a significant impact on the person you have become.  It does not need to be about a major event.  The focus is not on the event, the focus is on the steps you took to overcome the obstacle or the positive things you learned from the situation, your values and your beliefs.

6. A Personal Biography.  This is the most commonly requested essay and is often called a personal statement.  In this essay you will include a description of yourself, your activities, and your goals.  It will be important to convey your sense of responsibility, services to others, and your potential for growth.  For this type of essay you may want to include the following:
· Information about your life and what is important to you

· Your dream, your career choice (see #1 above) 

· Special circumstances about your life, obstacles you have overcome, unique experiences, events, or people that have had an impact on your life.  Include your perspectives, opinions, beliefs, and values that are shaped by them. 
· Don’t just list your activities or experiences; write about how the activity or experience has changed your life, helped you establish a goal, developed your beliefs, impacted your values, or changed your attitude.  Write about what has made the experience meaningful. Show the reader what you have done by using examples.

Some final tips:
· Always have someone else read your essay.

· Make sure everything is spelled correctly, don’t rely on your computer.

· Make sure your essay is concise, organized, and not repetitive.

· Carefully read the instructions and answer only the questions that are asked.
Keep your essay personal!  Keep in mind as you are writing your essay you want the reviewer to feel like they have met you and can see your vision for the future.  If they cannot see you, it will be hard for them to fund you. Before they invest in you they need to get to know you and know that you are a good investment.
Source:  Ben Kaplan, How to Go to College Almost Free
How to Ask for and Get

Strong Letters of Recommendation
Letters of recommendation are usually required for all scholarship applications, and are also a significant part of your scholarship application.  Most students focus all of their energy on their personal statement/scholarship essay (which is very important, but not everything.)  Few students put much energy into the letters of recommendation, which is where the greatest gains can be made in the scholarship application process. It is very important to get strong letters of recommendation; here are some suggestions that may help you:

1. When deciding who to ask for a letter or recommendation, ask someone who knows you well and who will be able to discuss in specific detail your strengths. You should not ask friends or family to write a letter of recommendation for you.

2. Ask for the recommendation well in advance of the deadline. Two to four weeks may be adequate. But it is often helpful to ask the person how much lead-time they want or need. 
3. Ask: "Do you feel you know me (or my academic record, my leadership qualities) well enough to write a strong letter of recommendation for the X scholarship?" You've now given the person the opportunity to decline gracefully. You may wish to ask this question via email.
4. Schedule an appointment with the person(s) writing your recommendation to discuss the scholarship, its selection criteria, your most recent and commendable activities, and to suggest what they might emphasize. (You may want to let them know who else is writing a letter of recommendation for you so that they can write letters that complement rather than repeat one another.)  If they are unable to meet with you, give them this information in a letter and include the items listed below.

5. Bring the following to your meeting: 
· A copy of your personal statement and the completed data sheet that follows.  If you have a resume you may also want to bring that as well.
· An unofficial copy of your transcript.  This gives the person an overview of your academic program as well as your grades. If your grades are not what you think they should be, explain any extenuating circumstances (e.g. family or other responsibilities, number or level of courses taken).
· The official description of the criteria the letter of recommendation should address and the deadline by which the letter is due. Supplement this description with your own suggestions as to what you would like your recommender to emphasize.
· Any coversheets or official recommendation forms that should accompany the letter. Be sure to complete any section that pertains to you: name, address to which the letter should be sent, etc. Each scholarship is different. If applicable, make sure you have waived your right to access under the Family Rights and Privacy Act. Scholarship committees often fail to take non-restricted letters seriously.
· If you are asking for more than one letter provide the following information on a separate sheet:

a. To whom each letter should be addressed (individual or committee, relevant titles, address). 
b. Whether each letter should be mailed directly to the funding agency or if you will pick the letter up and when you would like to have the letter completed. 
6. Let the person know why you are seeking the recommendation; what strengths, qualifications, preparation, achievements, skills or goals make you a strong candidate for this opportunity and help distinguish you from other candidates; what points you would like the recommender to emphasize or address.  The data sheet that follows can be used to provide this information.

7. If a recommender asks you to provide a draft of your own recommendation, you may want to provide a list of bullet points you would like the letter to address and/or factual narrative of key achievements along with other supporting information such as listed above.

8. Thank the person who wrote your letter of recommendation (this is something that most students rarely do.) You may also want to update them later if you receive the scholarship.

Information for Letters of Reference 
Name: ______________________________                     GPA: ____________________________
Degree: ___________________________  Major or area of interest: ________________________
Transfer college (if applicable): ______________________________________________________
Name of scholarship: ______________________________________________________________
Address for Scholarship Application: __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
Date to be completed (I would like to pick up letter by): ___________________________________
  

Activities
Leadership/Awards/Honors
______________________________                     ____________________________________

______________________________                     ____________________________________

______________________________                     ____________________________________

______________________________                     ____________________________________

Personal characteristics
Experience (work/volunteer)
______________________________                     ____________________________________

______________________________                     ____________________________________

______________________________                     ____________________________________

______________________________                     ____________________________________

______________________________                     ____________________________________

Career Goals 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other useful information (obstacles you have overcome, achievements, etc.)
____________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Information about the scholarship donor (qualifications for this scholarship) you would like mentioned in the letter, or other information you want included.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sample Request for Reference Letter

Date

Person's name

Street address

City, State, and Zip Code

I am applying for the following scholarship:________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

One of the requirements of this scholarship is to provide a reference letter.  

In order to make your job easier, I have provided a list of my activities, honors, awards, leadership positions, and personal characteristics that I feel make me a good candidate for success.  You can choose to address one or all of these areas.

Please address the letter to __________________________________________________ at this address ___________________________________________________________________________________.  

I need the letter by ________________________________.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Your signature here
Your name
Your address
City, State, and Zip Code

Enclosure

